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Truth

No one is ever instiructed by means of truths,
but by means of the affections of truth*

A. 1776.

Unless truth is learned from affection, thus
in freedom, it is not implanted,

A. 3145; 2875.
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PRS?AGE

The following pages constitiite an hurahle attempt to tell

the story of the development of the Sunday School movement in

the General Convention of the New Jerusalem and to point to

the logic of its next advance. V/hile unrelated fragments of

that story have been v;ritten from time to time, no complete

history of the subject has yet appeared. That the present at-

tempt can do more than break a trail through the forest of

relavent materials can hardly be expected. Yet such an at-

tempt, be it ever so humble, may serve to make it easier for

the next traveler to ^broaden the v/ay.

It will be noted that the present treatment does not

undertake to deal with educational ventures in the New Church

that lie beyond the limits of the church school program. Stil’

less does it presume to tell the story of the General Church

of the New Jerusalem or the British Conference. Instead it

devotes itself to the historical unfoldment of the Sunday

School program and the Sunday School literature of the several

churches of the Convention group.

In a treatment of this character the necessity early a-

rises of indicating the author's position in relation to the

teachings of the church under discussion and, in this instance,
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of his relationship to the writings of Emanuel Swedenborg. In

the nature of the case it is to he expected that occasional

statements will appear in the following pages the fullest sig-

nificance of which will be affected by the viewpoint from

which they are seen. The author therefore wishes to state

that his acquaintance with the Church of the ITew Jerusalem

has extended over a period of more than six years, which have

included two years of study in the ITew Church Theological

School. During his association with ITew Churchmen he has

found their qualities of heart and brain similar to those of

other Christians in the general community. His most exacting

questions have found no weak point in the personjl integrity of

Emanuel Swedenborg. On that point he is prepared to say that

no one qualified to speak on the subject of Swedenborg *s

integrity has ever found it open to question. V/hen Sweden-

borg, therefore, says, ”I savj," or heard," or "It was shown

to me,” the author has no ground on which to challenge the

testimony of such words.

In the following pages, therefore, the effort will be

made to represent the letter and spirit of ITew Church teach-

ings as accurately as possible and to represent Swedenborg*s

experiences on the basis of his recognized integrity* In a

word, the following pages will try to give both the general

reader and the New Churchman a true representation of the facts

before him
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BIBLIOOiL'vPHIG^L l^OTE

All references to the Bibliography are made by means of
abbreviations found in footnotes. Normally the author’s
name is given follov/ed by key letters of the abbreviation.
Where no author's name appears and only a single letter repre
sents the abbreviation, the reference points to -a published
work of Emanuel Swedenborg. The keys -V'H. EAK Life and
Faith, also refer to v/orks o:f S'vedenborg’s ’authorship. All
other letters without author s name indicate periodicals or
other works of multiple authorship. Such works are found in
their proper alphabetical sequence in bibliography.
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CEAPTEH I

A ITITJ GHUEGH PIS PEES AT ION

1, "V/hat is the New Ghurch?"

”What is the Ghurch of the New Jerusalem?” is a question

that New' Ghurchmen frequently hear.

Perhaps a sufficiently broad answer v/ould be to say that

the New Ghurch fas the Church of the New Jerusalem is commonly

called) declares that a new dispensation^of Divine Truth is

being received from the lord by the minds of men at this day

and that the reception of this new Truth by the minds of men

2
will gradually usher in a New Age. This Nev/ Age is to reach

a higher development in the spiritual life of man than any

proceeding Age and is to be characterized increasingly by a

new state of life in the Christian church, which is therefore

KZ

called a New Church,'' Such a New Church obviously cannot be

a nev; sect or denomination if it is to accomplish a universal

service of Truth for Christians everywhere, nor do New Church-

4
men claim that the Lord's New Church is a sect. In the the-

ological writings of Emanuel Swedenborg the Lord's New Ghurch

^ See Hindmarsh, ENG. Preface p. lY.
2 See A. 1551; 5658^20.
2 See H. 2; 69; 533; T. 700.
4 No claim of sectarianism is found in New Church sources.
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is called the "crovm of all the churches,’*^ a statement by

which New Churchmen imderstand that the new expression of

Christian life is to achieve a higher, crowning experience as

it enters more fully into the New Age state of the Church.

g
The introductory page of the official Convention Journal

for 1940 says this of the New Church:

The Church of the New Jerusalem finds its teachings
in the Theological ./ri tings of Emanuel Swedenborg
(1688-1772). The formulation of these teachings from
the Word was a Divine commission to him as "Servant
of the Lord Jesus Christ"? in His Second Coming. That
Coming was made in the v7ord through the disclosure of
its spiritual meaning. The church therefore stands
eminentl2^ for the conviction that the Lord has come
again—in accordance with John’s vision of the descent
of the New Jerusalem ( Revelation 22:2)—to renew His
kingdom on earth.

Its teachings declare that:

1. The Lord the Saviour Jesus Christ, in His risen
Person, is the one God of heaven and earth, the
hidden Divine in Him the Rather, the manifest
Person the Son, and the out reaching influence the
Holy Spirit. The Lord glorified, or made Divine,
the Humanity which He had in the -world,

2. The Scriptures have not only the meaning and mes-
sages of their letter, but lodged in them, by the
correspondence that exists between things spir-
itual and things natural, a deeper sense which
has to do with the inner religious life. This
deeper sense is now disclosed.

5 "This New Church is the crown of all the churches that have
hitherto been in the world." T. 786.

S
. Jour . . 1940. p. 3.

7 See p. 5/^.
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3 • Man is born for eternal life, and from natural to
become spiritual, v/bioh is effected by gradual re-
generation at the Lord's hands. In the historic
:.iedemption the Lord made the attainment of the
regenerate life possible again to men by subduing
the hells and reordering the heavens.

4. Divine Providence is over every moment and events,
observes definite laws, and has for its goal an
ever-increasing heaven from the human race.

5. The spiritual world, in v/hich as spiritual beings
we already are, is near, a world of men and women,
of varied activities and objects. Into a great mid-
dle region of it everyone first consciously comes
at the death of the physical body, finds his inward
quality and ruling purpose revealed to hinx (which
is his judgment) and goes to his like in a happy
heaven or a mercifully tempered hell.

6. Acknowledgement of the Divine of the Lord and of
the holiness of His V/ord, and a life in His spirit
and according to His commandments, are the three
essentials of the church.

Thus the Church of the Hev/ Jerusalem is seen to be e's-

sentially a spiritual entity. Obviously it v/ill not be con-

fused with the Swedish church or the Jewish church or with any

8
single denomination. It finds its charter in the Bible

opened as to its spiritual meanings in the "Writings"^ of

Emanuel Swedenborg, and wherever the spiritual meaning is

known and made serviceable in spiritual life there the Hew

Church is established. In New Church language, an individual

is called "a church in least form."^*^ Answering the question.

9 The Book of lievelation especially is referred to by New
Churchmen as the "Charter of the New Church."

^ The term "Writings" designates Swedenborg's theological
writings

.

10 H. 57.
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then, "V/hat is the Nev/ Church?" it may he said that the Hew

Church is the new expression of Christian life in the Hew Age

now evolving. Its teachings are found in the Word of Cod^^

$

in the light of its spiritual meaning. It stands for the

acknowledgement of the Divinity of the lord, the holiness of

the V/ord, and the life that is Charity, 12 it teaches that

Jesus Christ, the risen and glorified Saviour, is Jehovah the

everlasting God, and that Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are

the three essentials of the one and only God as soul, body,

I 3
and proceeding activity are the essentials of one man,

Swedenborg never countenanced the suggestion that the truths

he announced were his own. In the later years he signed

himself, ’’Servant of the Lord Jesus Christ’’!^ and consistently

maintained that he was simply the human agent through v/hora

the Lord affected the opening of the V/ord as to its internal

sense,

2, The Hev/ Church Organization,

In the light of the emphasis on the spiritual nature of

the Hew Church the question might be asked v;hether the Hew

11 The Bible as an expression of Divine Truth,
12 See the General Convention’s Book of Worship (1912 edi-

tion), p, 670,
13 This is the Hew Church Doctrine of the Holy Trinity, See

T, 163-184,
1^ See p. 54.
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Church remains as an internal spiritual entity or whether

some section of it is also an organized ecclesiastical body.

V/e do not find that Sv/edenhorg hin^elf advocated a separate

ecclesiastical body of ITew Churchmen, but practical historical

considerations^^ have combined to produce such a body which

is now established in several parts of the earth. This or-

ganized body of IJew Churchmen is found in three principal

ecclesiastical groupings, the New Church General Conference

in England, the General Convention of the New Jerusalem in the

United States, and the General Church of the Nev/ Jerusalem in

the United States. New Church centers are found in the United

States, Great Britain, Ireland, Erance, Germany, Austria,

Switzerland, Denmark, Sweden, Australia, Nev/ Zealand, India,

Mauritius, Transvaal, Cape Province, Natal, British Guiana,

Brazil, Mexico, and Canada;"^ and there are individual re-

ceivers of the New Church doctrines in all parts of the globe.

The first New Church society to be organized v/as the

little group of readers of Swedenborg's writings who met for

study and worship in London. The first public services were

IS Early receivers of the New Jerusalem doctrines experienced
a degree of persecution. See Block, NCN, p. 15, 52, 60,
1051

iS lUT, Art. "Swedenborgians ,

" p. 721.
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held in 1788, 1’^ and the following year the General Conference

of the New Jerusalem began its sessions. Since 1815 it has

met annually. In 1915 (one hundred years later) the Confer-

ence consisted of 72 societies, with a membership of 6,694

members and 46 ministers. There are probably 10,000 follov/ers

of Swedenborg in Great Britain and Ireland today.

In the United States the first society of the New Jeru-

salem was organized as a worshipping body in Baltimore in the

year 1792,^^ but it v/as not until 1817 that the General Con-

20vention of the New Jerusalem held its first session. V/ith

four exceptions the Convention has held annual meetings ever

since. The Nevi/ Church ministry is patterned on the Episcopal

order; but in actual practice a practical Congregationalism

prevails. The eight six societies now active in the United

States are organized in 17 state Associations having a total

21
of 5,445 members and 75 ministers. In addition to these

there are many students of the Nev/ Church teachings v;ho are

not members of the organization.

London, January 27 (1788) - ’’The Worship of the Lord in His
Second Coming is celebrated publicly the first time in this
world, at the opening services in the chanel at Great East
Cheap. Hev. James Hindmarsh delivers a sermon on the text.
Praise Ye the Lord I Odhner, ANN. p. 140.

18 HIT, vols, 21-22, p. 721.
1^ Hindmarsh, HNC, p. 152.
20 Odhner, iUIN, p. 257.
21 Jour . . 1940; p. 19.
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The General Church of the ITew Jerusalem is a smaller "body

of the New Church in America, having separated from the Gen-

eral Convention in 1890. Its headquarters are in Bryn Athyn,

Pa., and in 1925 it reported a total of 2E27 adult members

not including South African converts. ^2

Each of the three main bodies has its own theological in-

stitution for the training of its ministers. The British

Conference has a Theological College in London, the General

Convention a Theological School in Cambridge, Hass., and the

General Church has its theological school in Bryn Athyn. The

three bodies of the New Church also carry on a limited measure

of secular education in several schools in the United States

and Great Britain. The New International Encyclopedia for

1930 says, "Taken all together there are about 20,000 members

of the faith in the world.

3. Special Nature of New Church Teachings.

With such a picture of the New Church organization before

us we may now give our attention to an examination of the

underlying x^rinciples and basic objectives to be found in the

program of religious education in the New Church in America.

22 NYB, Art. "The General Church of the New Jeiusalera,"
?. 543.

23 INT, Art. "Swedenborgians ,

" p. 721.
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To the reader unfamiliar with the educational endeavors of the

New Church it may not at first he clear v/hy an acquaintance

with the principles and objectives of the New Church should be

thought necessary to a proper understanding of its history of

religious education. Among the denominations such a pre-re-

quisite would normally seem unnecessary. It is an observed

fact that textbooks of religious education may well disregard

the tenets of any particular denomination and yet give a sat-

isfactory description of the methods and procedures of the

program of religious education in terras of pupils’ character-

istics, age levels, interests, needs, abilities, activities,

as well as in terms of the principles and objectives of re-

ligious education as a whole, along with other educational and

psychological factors. Noteworthy among such undertakings is

the work of the International Council of Religious Education,

which is responsible for a number of studies and reports in

the field of religious education which are wholly independent

of the particular tenets of any one sect or denomination. V/hy

then should it seem necessary for the historian of the educa-

tional development of the New Church to call for examination

of the special teachings that are identified with that church

while the teachings of the denominations may be overlooked in

that respect?

The ansv/er to that question cannot be given in a sentence.
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It is not enough to say that the New Church is a new church ,

rather than a new denomination, and cannot be treated as if

it were simply a denomination among other denominations. Nor

is it possible to say that the New Church organization is un-

vi/illing to learn the lessons of experience which the denomin-

ations have learned during the course of their educational

development, -tin interview with members of Convention’s lesson

Committee v/ill serve to convince the most skeptical that the

New Church, and more explicitly, the Convention of the New

Church, is eager to examine the educational endeavors of the

denominations and to understand their experience. It is a

matter of record^^ that the New Church, both in Great Britain

and America, has given much thought to the development of its

educational program and a reading of Nev/ Church historical

sources furnishes ample evidence for the view that the New

Church has repeatedly asked itself, ”How can v/e teach the

truths of the church to our children more effectively?” But

to the present time no formula has been found that has enlisted

anything like general support. Perhaps it can be said that

one of the principles that religious educationists in the New

Church have been in agreement upon for many years is the con-

24 Especially in such periodicals as the New Church Messenger
(1853-1942), the New Je rus al em Magazine (182')^-1893 ) , and
the J ournals of the Gene ral Convention (1817-1942).
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viction that the truths of the church laust be taught if the

church is to accomplish its highest service. It is not sur-

prising, therefore, to find (as subsequent chapters will

show) that the Hew Church has insisted on the teaching of

doctrine throughout most of its historjr.^S ^nd that it has

done so by the transmissive methodology of the Hebraic prin-

ciple,^^ the principle of teaching the truths of the fathers

to the minds of the children.

At this point it may appear to the progressive educator

that the New Church discloses the Achilles* heel of its

avowedly inadequate educational program. If that should prove

true. New Churchmen would have the greatest reason to wish to

know it. But the problem of religious education in the Church

of the New Jerusalem is not as simple as the mere acceptance

or rejection of a progressive methodology. The “activity

method” of the progressive schools is certainly approved in

The following are typical statements regarding the teaching
of doctrine in Convention’s Sunday Schools:

a) ”The education of children in the Heavenly doctrines
is of vital importance.” - Samuel V/orc ester.

, Jour . . 1836, p. 10, minute 32.
b) ”V/e must, in educating our children, give them doc-

trine, or we convey nothing.” - John Doughty.
MCD, 1871, p. III.

c ) ”To lead children in drawing doctrine from, the Word”
is a stated objective of the Graded Lessons.

Le: 5, 1933, Vol. 1, p. 2.
26 Cf. Deut. 6:6-7.
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the field of general education and the advantages of "learning

by doing" can scarcely he questioned hy anyone. ?/hile the

relation of educational methodology of the Hew Church to pro-

gressive education will he treated more fully in the closing

chapter of this work and will not he elaborated here, it can

none the less he said that the members of Convention’s lesson

Committee are informed of the merits progressive education;

and if they have failed to recommend its adoption in impor-

tant respects v/e must assume it is for weighty reasons. To

understand and evaluate those reasons intelligently, the mean-

ing, purpose, and significance of the Hew Church phenomenon

must he grasped in its integrity; and unless such a far-reach-

ing comprehension of the underlying principles and purposes

of the Hew Church is achieved no proper approach to an under-

standing of the history of its religious education can he

made. In short, an understanding of the educational endeavors

of the G-eneral Convention of the Hew Jerusalem cannot hope to

he successful which does not first examine the body of dis-

tinctive teachings for which the Hew Church stands and without

which it would scarcely find reason for existence. V/e thus

undertake an examination of the principles and objectives of

the church before us.
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CHAPTER II

PPINGIPLSS AITD OBJECTIVES OP PJBLIGIOUS EDUCATION

IN THE CHUl-^CE OP THI’ NEW JEHUS AIEM

1. The Doctrine of the Lord.

Pundamental in all New Church teaching is the doctrine

of the Lord.^ The New Church aims to worship on earth after

the manner that Swedenborg found in Heaven—namely, it wor-

ships the Lord alone v«/ho is acknowledged to be the only God

of Heaven and earth, one God in one Person, not three. We

find in the opening chapter of Heaven and Hell , entitled THE

GOD OP HE^iVEN IS THE LORD:

Pirst of all it must be known who the God of heaven
is, since upon that all the other things depend.
Throughout all heaven no other than the Lord alone
is acknowledged as the God of heaven....! have of-
ten talked with angels on this subject, and they have
invariably declared that in heaven they are unable
to divide the Divine into three, because they know
and perceive that the Divine is One and this One is
the Lord. They also said that those of the church
who come from this world having an idea of three Di-
vine beings cannot be admitted into heaven, since
their thoughts wander from one Divine being to an-
other; and it is not allowable there to think three

1 The first essential of the New Church is ’’the acknowledgment
of the Divinity of the Lord.’^ B.W., p. 670. The opening
statement of the New Chiirch'^AITH” reads; "We worship the
one God, the Lord, the Savior Jesus Christ.” B.W.

, p. 7,

17, 673. See also T. 82-109; L. 1-7.
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and gay one ... .Consequently, those in this world who
have divided the Divine into three, and have adopted
a different idea of each, and have not made that
idea one and centered it in the lord, cannot he re-
ceived into heaven, because in heaven there is a
sharing of all thoughts, and therefore if anyone
came thinking three and saying one, he would at once
he found out and rejected.^

Among ilew Churchmen the lord Jesus Christ is acknowledged

to he the one Cod manifested in a form comprehensihle to the

human mind. In order to become perceptible to the human mind,

and for other reasons, the lord took upon Himself a human

nature by heredity from the Virgin Mary. The Father within

Him was His own essential Divinity and for that reason no

human father was involved in the Incarnation.

By means of the heredity of His maternal human nature

the lord was able to come into contact with all the evils of

human life and enter into combat against them. His progres-

sive victories over those evils constituted His victories

over the Hells as v/ell as the progressive Glorification of His

assumed human nature. By his victories over the Hells the

lord prevented the freedom and rationality of the human mind

from being destroyed by the evils and falsities of the infer-

nal world and thereby saved the human race from a total de-

struction of its mind and character. This cannot be under-

^ H. 2.
3 T. 115; 121.
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stood unless it be known how the evil spirits in the Hells

4
operate within the minds and affections of human beings and

how they would have destroyed the mind of humanity if the

Lord had not come into the world and subjugated them (that is,

reduced them to order) by meeting them on their own battle-

field, the plane of the human mind. The Lord*s victories

over the Hells constitute the historic Redemption. In the

True Christian Religion we read;

At the time of the first coming of the Lord the hells
had grown up to such a height that they filled all
the world of spirits, which is in the middle, be-
tween heaven and hell, and thus not only confused
the heaven w'hich is called the last or lowest, but
also assaulted the middle heaven, which they infes-
ted in a thousand ways, and which would have gone
to destruction, unless the Lord had protected it....
The reason that the hells had grown up to such a
height, was, that at the time when the Lord came
into the world, the whole world had alienated itself
from God, by idolotries and magic; and the church
which had been amongst the sons of Israel, and at
length among the Jews, by falsification and adulter-
ation of the Word was utterly destroyed; and both
the former and the latter after death flocked into
the world of spirits, where at length they so in-
creased and multiplied, that they could not be ex-
pelled thence, but by the descent of God Himself..,.
Jehovah God descended and assumed the Human, to the
end that He might reduce into order all things v/hich
were in heaven, and all things v;hich were in the
church; since at that timeUie power of the devil,
that is, of hell, prevailed over the power of hea-
ven, and upon earth the power of evil over the power
of good, and thence a total damnation stood before
the door and threatened. This impending damnation
Jehovah God removed by means of His Human, and thus

4 p. 289
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redeemed men and angels: from which it is manifest,
that without the coming of the Lord, no one could
have been saved,

5

Swedenborg tells us that the passion of the Gross was the

last temptation,^ by which Christ completely mastered the

7
Hells and glorified His Human. Thus, at the end of His

earthly Incarnation, Christ was no longer a man in the appear-

ance of other men, but having put av/ay His maternal heredity

with its limitations by means of victories over it. He stood

forth as the Infinite and Eternal Cod® adapted to the compre-

hension of our human nature by having revealed Himself in a

form that we can see and know and love. The crucifixion of

Jesus was not to appease an angry Father, There was no angry

Father. The Father is the Esse , the Soul, the essential Di-

vinity of the Lord Himself; and the Lord is pure Love, Thus,

the New Church worships a visible God, the God seen in the

Lord the Saviour Jesus Christ, We have already seen that

Swedenborg reported that in Heaven no God is worshipped ex-

cept the Lord alone and that a denial of the Lord as God

separates a man from Heaven.

v/hile the New Church acknowledges the Lord alone to be

f T. 121. Gf. FAITH, 3.W.
,
po. 7, 17, 673.

® T. 126-131.
^ I.e., His humanity which He made Divine.
® Cf. Col . 2:9: "In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the God-
head bodily."
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the God of Heaven and earth it nevertheless has an important

doctrine of the Trinity as a part of its doctrine of the Lord.

The Trinity,^ however, is not a Trinity of Persons. It is a

Trinity v/ithin the Lord Himself, and the nature of the Lord

cannot be understood without an understanding of the Trinity.

In this view of the Trinity, ”God the Father” is the Infinite

and Eternal Soul, the Esse . the essential Divinity of the

Lord, which is pure Love and its proceeding V/isdorn. "God

the Son" is the manifestation of this infinite Divine in a

form adapted to the human mind, thus is the Divine Human.

"God the Holy Spirit is the operation of the essential

Divine through the Divine Human for the salvation of men.

The Trinity in the Lord, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, corres-

ponds to the soul, bod^’', and activity of a person. We are

persons by virtue of the fact that the Lord Himself is a Per-

son. The New Church on earth, as the angels in Heaven, wor-

ships Him alone. Concerning the Nev/ Church view of the doc-

trine of the Trinity we read:

Vrhen it is said that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
are the three essentials of the one God, like soul,
body, and operation in man, it seems to the human
mind as if these three essentials are three persons.

^ T. 165-184. See also A. E149; 2155; 2288; 2319; 2329; 2447;
3704; 6993; 7182; 10738; 10822; 10823.

10 T. 138-158.
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which is impossible. But when it is understood
that the Divine of the 5’ather, v/hich constitutes
the soul, and the Divine of the Son, which co-n-

stitutes the body, and the Divine of the Holy
Spirit or the proceeding Divine, which constitutes
the operation, are the three essentials of the one
God, the statement is comprehensible. Hor God the
Father is His Divine, the Son from the Father is
His Divine, and the Holy Spirit from both His
Divine; and as these are one in essence and one in
mind they constitute one God. But if these three
Divine essentials are called persons, and if to
each person is attributed his own property, to the
Father imputation, to the Son mediation, and to
the Holy Spirit operation, the Divine Essence, which
in fact is one and not divisible, becomes divided;
and thus none of the three is God in fulness, but
each has a sub -triple power; and this a sound un-
derstanding must needs reject. 11

2. The Sacred Scriptures.

The doctrine of the Sacred Scriptures^^ follows immedi-

ately from the doctrine of the lord. Since the Lord is the

Divine Man, the Infinite and Eternal God of the universe. He

is the Divine love and V/isdom, or the Divine Good and Truth,

for love and Wisdom make a man. Swedenborg found that the

Divine Truth in Heaven is called the WORD by virtue of its

function of communicating ideas, and that the 'Word, v/hich is

Divine Truth, is presented to the minds of the angels in

Heaven and the men on earth through the instrumentality of

the Sacred Scriptures. In its outermost manifestation, there

T. 168.
12 See S. 1-4.
13 See W. 23-33.
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fore, the Lord's Divine Truth is presented to the minds of

men in the most widespread v/riting on the earth, the printed

14
Word, or the Bihle. The Holy Bihle

,
thus, is not simply a

took like other hooks. It is completely different from all

others in that it is the outermost garment of the Lord's

Divine Wisdom. It contains interior glories unimaginable to

those v;ho do not suspect its Divine nature. The opening

number of Heaven and Hell tells us:

In every particular of the V/ord there is an inter-
nal sense which treats of things spiritual and
heavenly, not of things natural and worldly, such
as are treated of in the sense of the letter. And
this is true not only of the meaning of groups of
words, it is tme of each particular word. For
the Word is written solely by correspondences, to
the end that there may be an internal sense in
every least particular of it. 15

Thus, v/e may say that the Word is written neither in the

language of the Hebrews nor in the language of the Greeks nor

in the language of contemporar27 tongues. Hather, it is writ-

ten in the language of correspondences by means of which

The books of the V/ord are all those which have an internal
sense, those which have not this are not the V/ord. The
books of the V/ord, in the Old Testament, are the five Books
of Moses, the Book of Joshua, the Book of Judges, the tv/o

Books of Barauel, the two Books of the Kings, the Psalms,
the Prophets, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Hzekiel, Daniel, Hosea,
Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, ITahum, Habakkuk, Zeph-
aniah, Haggai

,
Zechariah, Llalachi; and in the New Testa-

ment, the four Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John; and
the Book of Revelation. (See W.H. 16).

15 H. 1.



rr'

'
v”

* ** - ' '
-

I f' nr -
,

.» ‘nr. S;' ',.,
• w u

f

<

i

t 'f

t

4

r

r

J-
r

‘ J .

; 'U
r*

' • 0 '3 .

- p r

*: c

. 1.0 *
•'

. j ,
.

;;. I , .

;i.r
,

V

It-.



29

Heavenly and Divine Truths are presented in the letter in a

form which men may either freely search out and understand or

freely ignore. The same volume tells us at number 89:

The whole natural world corresponds to the spir-
itual world, and not merely the natural world in
general, but also every particular of it; and as
a consequence everything in the natural world that
springs from the spiritual world is called a
correspondent. It must be understood that the
natural world springs from and has permanent ex-
istence from the spiritual world, precisely like
an effect from its effecting cause. All that is
spread out under the sun and receives heat and
light from the sun is what is called the natural
world; and all things that derive their subsis-
tence therefrom belong to that world. But the
spiritual ;vorld is heaven; and all things in the
heavens belong to that world. 16

.?rom such instances it is evident that the New Church,

in which the interior nature of the -/ord is acknowledged, is

not able to act in a way as if it did not possess that know-

ledge. i/hereas other religious bodies are able to pursue

programs of religious education independently of such consid-

erations, the !Iew Church cannot do otherwise than be faithful

to the knowledge that it has if it is to be worthy of bearing

light to others.

Swedenborg published the spiritual sense of Genesis ,

17Dxodus . and Revelation and many separate verses in the writ-

H. 89. See also A. 1404; 1408; 1409; 1540; 1619; 1659;
1709; 1783; 2900; 9086; and V/.H.13.
Published in Latin in twenty bulky volumes.
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ten v/ord. He found in Heaven that the V/ord is a connective

between the natural and spiritual worlds. Its tiniths adjoin

the minds of men to the minds of angels and are a means of

conjunction with the Lord. In a section entitled "The V/ord,”

the Liturgy and Hymnal of the Greneral Church declares:

The Word, or Sacred Scripture, is the Divine Truth
itself, in which is the Divine Life and the Divine
Light

.

The Lord Himself spoke the V/ord through Hoses and
the Prophets; and in the Gospels He spake many
things from His own mouth, and the rest from the
spirit of His mouth, which is the Holy Spirit.

The Word, in descending from the Lord, is spiritual
in heaven with the angels, and natural in the world
with men; and being inwardly spiritual, the Word
conceals within itself all Divine and all angelic
wisdom.

The spiritual that is in the Word with the angels
of heaven is called the spiritual sense, and is in
the natural sense as the soul is in the body.

Thus the spiritual sense is in all and every part
of the Word, and it is from this sense that the
7ord is Divinely inspired and holy in every syllable.

It has pleased the Lord now to reveal the spiritual
sense of the ./ord, which hitherto has been unknown;
but it will be received only by those who acknow-
ledge the Lord as the God of heaven and earth, and
live according to His precepts.

Before a man turns himself to the Lord, and acknow-
ledges Him, he cannot see any Divine Truth in the
Word; for the Lord is the Word, and appears in the
Word as the only God, Jesus Christ our Lord. 18

LIT, pp. 215-216
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The inner meanings of the V/ord are inexhaiis table. It is

from the V/ord that angels and men have all their intelligence

and v/isdom,^^ and such intelligence and wisdom as does not

have its origin in the ’’/ord is only an appearance , for where

indeed, should wisdom he found if not in the Divine V^isdom of

the lord? Y/hereas this nay seem incredible to those who be-

little the V/ord and exalt natural intelligence, Swedenborg

reports it as a fact of continual observation in the Spiritual

21
V/orld that the only v/isdom knovm in Heaven and earth is the

wisdom derived either directly or indirectly from the fountain

of all Wisdom, the Divine YYord, which in its inmost sense is

the Divine Wisdom of the Lord and thus is the Lord, In the

New Church there is every reason why the written V/ord should

be held in the highest esteem, since the inner nature of the

Word is there disclosed. The Second Coming of the Lord is

the new dispensation of Divine Truth coming to the minds of

men through the opening of the spiritual sense of the V/ord.

Summarizing the principle teachings concerning the V/ord, the

Convention Book of Worship declares:

The Sacred Scripture or the ’Word is Divine Truth
itself; containing within the sense of the letter
a Spiritual Sense; whence it is Divinely inspired
and holy in every syllable.

19 L. 2.
20 H. 351-354; li. 430-436
21 H. 347; S. 118.
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The Word is in all the heavens and the wisdom of
the angels is thence derived.

By means of the letter of the Word there is con-
junction with the lord and consociation with angels.

The Doctrine of the Church is to he drawn from the
letter of the '.7ord and confirmed thereby.

The Church is from the V/ord and is such with man
as his understanding of the Word is. 2

2

The nature of man is a reflection of the nature of God

in the sense that both are persons. Man is man because God

first is Man. But man is not a creator or originator of life.

God Himself is life and the only Life, eternal and self-sub

-

sistent, and man is a recipient of life from Him. In the

Apocalypse Revealed the Lord is described as:

(He) Who is the Self-existing and the Only from
firsts to ultiraates, from v/hom all things are;
thus ./ho is Love itself and the Only Love, Wisdom
Itself and the Only Vi/isdora, Life Itself and the
Only Life in Himself, and thus the Creator Himself
and the Only Creator, Saviour, and Enlightener
from Himself, and thence the All in all of heaven
and the church. 23

That man is a recipient of life from the Lord and in no

24
sense a source of life in himself is not always apparent to

men, but the angels clearly perceive that all in the heavens

3. The Nature of Man

R. 29.
24 A. 2887

p. 673. See also T. 189-247
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and on earth receive life moment hy moment^S from the Lord.

Thus, man may he said to he an organ^^ of life, receiving it

hy unhrohen influx from its Source, just as the eye must re-

ceive light constantly in order to make sight possible. Were

influx from the Lord to cease for a single instant man would

cease to exist, just as the eye ceases to receive im.pressioni

i

the moment its light is cut off. The New Church doctrine of

pQ
influx would fill a fair-sized volume, hut only two brief

instances will he given here;

iSveryone in the heavens knows and believes and even
perceives that he wills and does nothing of good
from himself, and that he thinks and believes no-
thing of truth from himself, hut only from the
Divine, thus from the Lord; also that good from
himself is not good, and truth from himsolf is not
truth, because these have in them no life from the
Divine. Moreover, the angels of the inmost heaven
clearly perceive and feel the influx, and the more
of it they receive the more they seem to themselves
to he in heaven, because the more they are in love
and faith and in the light of intelligence and wis-
dom, and in heavenly joy therefrom; and since all
these go forth from the Divine of the Lord, and in
these the angels have their heaven, it is clear that
it is the Divine of the Lord, and not the angels
from anything properly their own that makes heaven. 29

25 A. 2888.
26 A. 2889.
27 Man could not live a single moment if influx from the Spir-

itual V/orld were taken away from him; from experience.
A. 2887; 5849; 5854; 6321.

28 See A. 904; 2886-2888; 3001; 3318; 3337; 3338; 3344; 3484;
3619; 3741-3742; 4151; 4818-4320; 4417; 4524; 4882; 5846;
5847; 5848; 5986; 6189; 6191; 6194; 6197-6199; 6213; 6325;
6468-6470; 6479; 7147; 9276; 10196; 10219.

29 H. 8.
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As man's will and understanding are ruled 'by the
lord through angels and spirits, so also are all
things of his body, because these are from the v/ill
and understanding; and if you will believe it, with-
out influx from heaven man cannot move even a step.
That this is so has been shown me by much experience.
Angels have been permitted to move ray steps, ray

actions, my tongue and speech as they pleased, and
this by infl-i:ix into ray v/ill and thought; and I have
learned thereby that of myself I could do nothing.
I v/as afterwards told by them that every man is so
iniled.^Q

The two chief gifts of life from the Lord to man are the

gifts of freedom and rationality,^! and they are received into

man's will and understanding, which are the two faculties of a

person. By virtue of freedom and rationality man is man and

not an animal or an automaton. These gifts of freedom and

rationality man is to use as if they were his own, yet he is

to acknowledge that he has them from the Lord and to use them

in the light of that acknowledgment.^^ God's purpose in man's

creation is that man should lead a useful life in this world

and thereby form a character for the eternal life of Heaven,

which is a life of eternal usefulness. The heavenly character

is formed as man sLuns the evils of his propriura,^^ of his

natural self, which the Lord is then able to replace with the

goods and truths of the spiritual self. This process is called

H. 228.
P. 264-267.

22 M. 132-135. Man must act ^ £f himself from the Lord .

23 f. 510-666. The proprium is what is man's own in contrast
to v/hat is the Lord's.
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re gene rati on34 and is the process of the '^second hirth”35 with-

out which no man can see the kingdom of God. Regeneration is

effected by means of the goods and truths of the Jord and con-

stitutes a complete rebuilding of a man’s psychological

strij-cture which is equally complex with his physiological

structure including all its countless wonders. Thus, the ?/ord

in this world or the next is indispensable to man’s salvation,

and he who confirn^ himself against the Word closes the door

to his own enlightenment

,

Everything that man thinks or does of his own free v/ill

makes an impress on his spiritual form and has consequences

to all eternity. That is man’s Book of Life.^^ Salvation is

attained by living by free choice according to acknov;!edged

standards of goodness and truth. Thus, the good heathen are

saved for Heaven equally with good Christians; but the former

are instructed in the World of Spirits after they leave the

life of the body, where they perceive and accept the essentials

of a true faith and live according to them, for falsities no

more than evils can exist in Heaven. Swedenborg reports a

^ T. 572-620. To prepare for regeneration is the general ob-
jective of Hew Church religious education. ^LES, Vol, 1,

_ p. 2.
Cf. John 3:1-6,

36 "'Book' signifies all things v/ith man, spirit, and angel,
or all the states of their life, .. .Therefore ’to open the
book’ signifies to know these things.” E. 306.





great deal of experience with the heathen peoples in the

Spiritual V/orld. In the chapter in Heaven and Hell entitled

’’The Heathen in Heaven" he writes:

I have been taught in many v/ays that the heathen
who have led a moral life and have lived in obedience
and subordination and mutual charity in accordance
with their religion, and have thus received some-
thing of conscience, are accepted in the other life,
and are there instructed with solicitious care by
the angels in the goods and truths of faith; and
that when they are being taught they behave them-
selves modestly, intelligently, and wisely, and
readily accept truths and adopt them. They have not
worlied out for themselves any principles of falsity
antagonistic to the truths of faith that will need
to be shaken off, still less any cs.vils against the
Lord, as many Christians have who cherish no other
idea of Him than that He is an ordinary man. The
heathen on the contrary when they hear that God has
become a Han, and has thus manifested Himself in the
world, immediately acknowledge it and worship the
Lord, saying that because God is the God of heaven
and of earth, and because the human race is His, He
has fully disclosed Himself to men. It is a Divine
truth that apart from the Lord there is no salvation;
but this is to be understood to mean that there is
no salvation except from the Lord. There are many
earths in the universe, and all of them full of in-
habitants, scarcely any of whom know that the Lord
took on the Human on our earth. Yet because they
worship the Divine under a human form they are ac-
cepted and led by the Lord.^*^

Evils on earth are Divine permissions, in the sense that

they must be permitted by the Lord in order to avert greater

evils; thus, they are permitted for the sake of the end, which

37 H. 221. See also A. 1327; 1328; 2049; 2051; 2595; 2598;
2600; 2601; 2603; 2861; 2863; 3778; 4189; 4190; 4197; 9256.
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M

is salvation. Only as a man is able to see the evils within

his own proprinm^® is he able to shun them as sins against

God and give the lord room in his will and understanding.

Swedenborg found that at least two angelic spirits and two

infernal spirits^^ are constantly adjoined to every man*s

will and understanding while he remains in the natural world

and they keep him in a state of equilibrium so that he may

freely think and choose what is good or what is evil. Such

spirits are in most cases unaware that they are adjoined to

man, but they serve as a means to transmit for his use the

combined influences of Heaven and of Hell. In this way the

powers of Heaven and of Hell are available to man and he is

constantly making use of them in all that he thinks and wills

and does.

There is a perpetual equilibrium between heaven and
hell. Prom hell there continually breathes forth
and ascends an endeavor to do evil, and from heaven
there continually breathes forth and descends an
endeavor to do good. In this equilibrium is the
world of spirits; v^hich world is intermediate between
heaven and hell. (See above, n.421-431). The world
of spirits is in this equilibrium because every man a
after death enters first the world of spirits, and
is kept there in a state like that he was in while

38 See note 33. See also A. 694; 731; 1023; 1044; 9334-9336;
9447; 9452-9454; 9938.

39 ”'.7ith everyone there are at least two spirits and two angels,
By spirits man has communication with the world of spirits,
and by angels with heaven. *Yithout (this) man could not
live at all; his life entirely depends on this conjunction,
so that if the spirits and angels were to withdraw, he
would instantly perish.” A. 50.





in the ’world, and this would be impossible if there
were not a perfect equilibrium there; for by means
of this the character of everyone is explored, since
they then remain in the same freedom as they had in
the world. Spiritual equilibrium is freedom in man
and spirit ,40

4. The Spiritual V/orld.

Sv;edenborg- found that the Spiritual Y/orld consists of

Heaven^^ and of Hell"^^ and of the Y/orld of Spirits. The

VYorld of Spirits is a preparatory state in which the newly

awakened soul finds itself after the death of the body. It is

there that the individual’s ’’judgment" takes place, which con-

sists of disclosing to himself or herself the true nature of

the leading love or dominant purpose that has been the inmost

motivation of life. If the leading love is evil it leads to

Hell; if it is good it leads to Heaven. The Lord, who is pure

Love, could not possibly condemn nor sentence nor cast anyone

into Hell. Swedenborg writes:

An opinion has prevailed with some that God turns
away His face from man, rejects him from Himself
and casts him into hell, and that He is angry v/ith
him on account of evil; and with some, further, that
God punishes man and does evil to him. In this
opinion they confirm themselves from the literal
sense of the Jord, where such things are said, not
being aware that the spiritual sense of the ’./ord,

which explains the sense of the letter, is altogether

40 H. 590.
41 H. 2ff.
42 E. 536ff.
43 H. 421ff.





different; and that hence the genuine doctrine of
the church, which is from the spiritual sense of
the V/ord, teaches otherwise, namely, that GrOd never
turns away His face from man and rejects him from
Himself, that He does not cast any one into hell,
and that He is not angry with any one... and since
He never turns Himself away from (man). He deals
with him from good, love, and mercy; that is, that
He wills good to him, loves him, and is merciful to
him. 44

45
Those who go into Hell do so of their own free choice

because they love the delights of evil more than they love

good. There the hordes

the continual effort to

distresses. If it v;ere

change Hell into Heaven

transforming all devils

rejoice in the Lord and

mercy continues with them and is in

restrain their evils and lessen their

possible the Lord would imraediately

and rescue all who are there, instantly

into angels. All who are in B^eaven

lead a life of increasing services.

"The kingdom of the Lord is a kingdom of uses."'^^ Concerning

the uses of the Heavens we are told:

As all the societies in the heavens are distinct
in accordance with their goods so they are distinct
in accordance v/ith their uses.... Some societies are
employed in taking care of little children; others
in teaching and training them as they grow up;
others in teaching and training in like manner the
boys and girls that have acquired a good disposition
from their education in the world, and in consequence

H. 545. See also A. 798; 2447; 5798; 6991; 6997; 7533;
7632; 7643; 7679; 7710; 7926; 8282; 8284; 8483; 8875; 9010;

^ 9128; 9306; 10431.
4o E. 547.
46 H. 387.
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40

have come into heaven. There are other societies
that teach the simple good from the Christian world,
and lead them into the way to heaven; there are others
that in like manner teach and lead the various heathen
nations. There are some societies that defend from
infestations by evil spirits the newly arrived spirits
that have just come from the world; there are some
that attend upon the spirits that are in the lov/er earth;
also some that attend upon spirits that are in the
hells, and restrain them from tormenting each other be-
yond prescribed limits; and there are some that attend
upon those who are being raised from the dead. In
general, angels from each society are sent to men to
watch over them and to lead them away from evil affec-
tions and consequent thoughts, and to inspire them
with good affections so far as they will receive them
in freedom; and by means of these they also direct the
deeds or works of men by removing as far as possible
evil intentions. V/hen angels are with men they dwell
as it v/ere in their affections; and they are near to
man just in the degree to which he is in good from
truth, and are distant from him just in the degree in
which his life is distant from good. But all these
employments of angels are employments of the lord
through the angels, for the angels perform them from
the Lord and not from themselves. 47

After death man does not change his essential character

but fulfills it progressively to eternity. ITo concealment of

thought or character is possible in the Spiritual World as it

is in this, for there everyone speaks and acts from his thought

and affection, and no deception is possible. Men and women

take into the Spiritual V/orld all their faculties, loves, and

48abilities, their knowledges, memory, and character. V/hen the

material body is laid aside like an abandoned garment the

47 H. 391.
48 Presently they lose the memory of the natural world. A.

2469ff.
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spiritua], body takes up the functions of the spiritual man in

the Spiritual V/orld. The spiritual body is more substantial

than was the material and in time beconBBS the perfect expres-

sion of the character of its owner. ’’Heaven and Hell are

from the human race.”^^ Svery angel and every devil in the

Spiritual World was once a human being on this or another

earth, and every person now living—every man, woman and

child—will presently become either an angel or a devil. The

bodies of the angels are forms of increasing beauty; the

bodies of devils are monstrous and deformed. Swedenborg tells

us

:

In the Christian world it is wholly unknown that
heaven and hell are from the human race, for it is
believed that in the beginning angels were created
and heaven was thus formed; also that the devil or
Satan was an angel of light, but having rebelled
he was cast down with his crev/, and thus hell was
formed. The angels never cease to wonder at such
a belief in the Christian world, and still more that
nothing is really known about heaven, when in fact
that is the primary principle of all doctrine in the
church. But since such ignorance prevails they re-
joice in heart that it has pleased the Lord to reveal
to mankind many things about heaven and about hell,
thereby dispelling as far as possible the darkness
that has been daily increasing because the church has
come to its end. They wish for this reason that I

should declare from their lips that in the entire
heaven there is not a single angel who was created
such from the beginning, nor in hell any devil who
was created an angel of light and cast down; but that

49 H. 311.
50 j. E3-E7
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all, both in heaven and in hell, are from the human
race; in heaven those who lived in the world in
heavenly love and belief, in hell those who lived in
infernal love and belief, also that it is hell taken
as a whole that is called the Devil and Satan. 51

5ut.,.it has been granted me to be in company with
angels, and also to talk with those who are in hell,
and this now for some years, sometimes continuously
from morning until evening, and thus be informed
about heaven and hell. This has been permitted that
the man of the church may no longer continue in his
erroneous belief.

That fa belief in heaven and hell) has been destroyed
is evidenced from its being said, "V/ho has ever come
from heaven and told us that there is a heaven?
V'.liat is hell? Is there any? \/hat is this about man’s
being tormented with fire to eternity? ’That is the
day of judgment? has it not been expected in vain for
ages?” with other things that involve a denial of
everything. . .

.

Therefore—lest those who think in this way--as many
do v/ho from their worldly wisdom are regarded as
erudite and learned—should any longer confound and
mislead the simple in faith and heart, and induce
infermal darkness respecting God and heaven and eter-
nal life, and all else that depends on these, the in-
teriors of my spirit have been opened by the Lord,
and I have thus been permitted to talk v/ith all after
their decease with whom I was ever acquainted in the
life of the body—with some for days, with some for
months, and with some for a year, and also with so
many others that I should not exaggerate if I should
say a hundred thousand; many of whom were in heaven,
and many in hell.^^

Swedenborg reported that sex is not changed after death.

Sex is not
•
primarily a matter of body but of influx from the

Lord. Thus man remains man, and woman remains woman, to eter-

H. 311
^>2 H. 31£



.(

a



nity. In the other life people know each other who are of

Similar character and in similar affections. love brings them

together and lack of love separates them. All in the Heavens

live together in social groups, expressing a life of love to

K ri

the lord and love to the neighbor. There are three Heavens

54
and three Hells, each more interior than the other. The

Heavens and Hells are peopled from the human race not only

from our earths but from countless other earths in the imi-

verse.^^ The Heavens and the Hells are eternal. Every per~

son is born for Heaven, and none for Hell, but only those who

are in interior good come into Heaven v;hile those in interior

evils betake themselves to their Hells. All in the Heavens

derive their happiness from love of the Lord and from loving,

useful services to others. The governing principle of Heaven

is -love; the governing principle of Hell is compulsion. Ho

one can live in Heaven v;ho does not love the lord supremely

and his neighbor better than himself. Those in the Hells

derive their infernal delights, their miseries, hatreds, and

57 58
falsities, from self-love. No child ever goes to Hell.

H. 29.
54 H. 542.
55 H. Iff.

The two loves of Heaven are love of the lord and love to the
neighbor.

57 The tvv'o loves of Hell are love of self and love of the world
H. 329.



for..

i. ,.\j

C
'

r j

J • I;

. r

: I. :,
•. ) J’ '

: \o j'v- .’t' *- V £:

•••/o ^ i *>r; 0 .

[ V* ' ; X Jo‘.O -i

• V J. >. . . ; j
'* O J] ^

...N

f ;i. '.

4.

:
I n

,r
'i

'

. -V)
•

. »»

. H :/ f"'i

::x r) ’!v jji'.i jinioo .bO'j . ’A' • • c j’:.r

.C. . ,
' V i V (,r

• ,-r.
• - >c •

.

-

•• r:v'' Vi

' : •'
*

•.Ol' ;-.A v'Oi.' .JWP:

.

V ; J i' J t-^C ^ I X V •

Oil! - iIq:.: --Lrf .

"C od iV'-.
''

!

' / . '.A or:x : v'jI.

' v".- > , .

'

' ; ...
'

'•
• i.

'
v'- fj X :

’

:

:
' V 3 L. i I. . OV

f.-:
' 'W v*)..r '.I'A it^rovT >o

J .r . ' ^£bB:' ft - TO
: or

0 V./

f 4

1 ..

o V.;



All who die in infancy or childhood are trained by angels and

grovj up to be angels and cone into Heaven. Angels grow r ro

stronger and more beautiful the longer they live, tending ever

toward the springtime of life and the growing powers of mind

and heart of an ever freshening maturity. Thus, ”to grow

old in Heaven is to grow young. ”59 in Heaven men and v/omen

love and are mated with their true spiritual partners, and the

joys of marriage in Heaven are universally recognized as being

the Lord^s own gift. V/hile the marriage partners become more

and more completely individuals they at the same time become

more and more completely each other's. Each finds the great-

est joy in the joy of the other. The union of marriage cor-

responds to the union of the Lord and the church and in a

deeper sense to the union of Good and Truth in the Lord Him-

self. Marriages on earth are a prime means for preparing

character for marriage in Heaven. The Spiritual World appears

incomparably vaster^^ than the material world, for all who

have ever lived on this or any other earth in the universe are

living there now.

5. The Second Coming.

The New Church declares that the Second Coming of the

59 E. 414o
50 H. 415-420
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45

Lord is now taking place in the ’’clouds of heaven” with ’’powei;

and great glory,” which is to say that the Divine Truth is

being revealed in the letter of the Word.°^ The coming of

the Lord is not a coming in Person as it was in the Incarna-

tion. It is a coming in the spiritual sense of the V/ord to

the minds of men and angels. In Eis Second Coming the Lord

does not reveal Himself other.vise than as the Divine Truth in

the Word. The man of the New Church sees the Lord as the

’’glory” in the ’’clouds of heaven” to the extent that he sees

the Divine Truth which the letter of the Word y*eveals The

’’clouds of heaven” are the statements of the Word in its let-

ter; the ’’glory” of the cloud is the indwelling Truth. Sweden-

borg declares that he was instructed by the Lord that the

Second Coming foretold in the Gospels and the Book of Revela-

tion was to be a spiritual coming of Divine Truth to the minds

of men, and that this spiritual coming was to be effected by

the instrumentality of a man prepared by the Lord for that of-

fice, a man whom the Lord could fill with His Spirit who would

receive the doctrines of the New Church and publish them in a

permanent form for the service of the race. Having therefore

opened Swedenborg's internal sight the Lord intromitted him

into the Spiritual World and rgranted him to behold the Heavens

See especially R. E4. Also T. 753-791.
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and the Hells and to describe the things seen and heard in the

other life. Among the things ’’seen and heard”^^ v/as the ac-

complishment of the Last Judgment \7hich tool: place in the World

of Spirits in the year 1757. Concerning this Judgment Sweden-

borg writes:

It was shown above^^ that the Last Judgment does not
exist on the earth, but in the spiritual world, where
all from the beginning of creation are together; and
since it is so, it is impossible for any man to know
when the Last Judgment is accomplished, for every one
expects it to exist on earth, accompanied by a change
of all things in the visible heaven, and on the earth
and in the human race there. Lest therefore the man
of the church from ignorance should live in such a
belief, and lest they who think of the Last Judgment
should expect it forever, \7hen0 e at length the belief
in those things which are said of it in the literal
sense of the V/ord must perish, and lest perchance
therefore many should recede from a belief in the Word,
it has been granted me to see ?/ith my own eyes that
the Last Judgment is now accomplished; that the evil
are cast into the hells, and the good elevated into
heaven, and thus that all things are reduced into
order, the spiritual equilibrium between good and
evil, or between heaven and hell, being thence restored.
It was granted me to see from beginning to end how the
Last Judgment was accomplished; and also how Babylon^^i
was destroyed, also how those who are meant by "the
dragon”^^ v;ere cast into the abyss, and how the Hew
Heaven was formed, and the New Church instituted in
the heavens, which is meant by "the Nev/ Jerusalem."

The complete title of H. is: Heaven and Its Wonders and
_ Hell Prom Thin/^s Heard and Seen.

63 J. 28-32.
64 "By Babylon are meant all who wish to have dominion by re-

ligion." J. 54.
By the Dragon are meant those who are in falsities of re-
ligion. R. 537ff.
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It was granted me to see all these things with my
own eyes, in order that I might he able to testify
of them. This last Judgment was commenced in the
beginning of the year 1757, and was fully accom-
plished at the end of that year.^^

Thus a new Christian Heaven was established after the ac-

complishment of the last Judgment, or what was the same thing,

a ITew Church in Heaven, from which the New Church on earth is

taking its form. This is the "new heaven'^ and the ’’new earth"

foretold in the Apocalypse , It is also the ITew Jerusalem

which John saw "coming down from G-od out of heaven prepared as

a Bride adorned for her Husband. "^8 The Bride is the Church

as it looks to the lord; the Husband of the Church is the lord

Himself, the lord whom the Church awaits and loves. Thus, the

lord is making His Second Coming at this day and the Church

that He is establishing is the Church of the New Jerusalem

which He Himself foretold^^ and named. Under the title

"Principal Teachings,” Convention's Book of '.'/orship states:

The Second Coming of the lord.

"The Coming of the lord is not a coming to destroy
the visible heaven and the habitable earth and to
create a new heaven and a new earth according to the
opinion which many, from not understanding the spir -

itual sense of the V/ord . have hitherto entertained;

J. 45.
87 Preface. Also H. 876-96E.
88 3̂ , 2 : 2 .

89 Matt,. Chapter 25.
70 :^ev. 21:2, 10.
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it is, rather, a coming for the purpose of separating
the evil from the good, that those who have Relieved
and who do believe in lEim may be saved, and there may
be formed, of them a ITev/ Angelic Heaven and a Hew
Church on earth: and without this coming no flesh
could have been saved,

’’The Second Coming of the lord is also a coming, not
in person , but in the V/ord, v/hich is from the LorH
and is the Lord Himself; and it is effected by the
ins truj.ientality of a man before v/hom tho Lord has
manifested Himself in person and whom He has filled
with His Spirit to teach from Him the doctrines of
the Hew Church by means of the /ord,

"This is meant by the 'New Heaven and the Hew Earth*
and the Hew Jerusalem descending out of heaven, spoken
of in the Hevelation," Erom Sv;edenborg ’ s "True Chris-
tian Religion ". 753.'^!

Also, section 12 of the "Articles of Eaith" reads:

That now is the time of the Second Advent, which is a
Coming, not in Person but in the power and glory of
His Holy '.Yord: That it is attended, like the first
coming, with the restoration of order of all things
in the spiritual world, where the wonderful Divine
operation, commonly expected under the name of the
Last Judgment, has in consequence been performed; and
with the preparing of the way for a new Church on the
earth,—the first Christian church having fulfilled
its mission: as foretold by the Lord in the Cospels:
And that this Hew or Second Christian Church, which
will be the crown of all Churches, and will stand for-
ever, is what was representatively seen by John, when
he beheld the holy city. Hew Jerusalem, descending
from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband. '^2

As already noted, the New Church is not the.- church of any

exclusive group or sect, nor are the angels in Heaven nor the

B.V/,
, p, 681,

72 B.W.
, p. 686.





people on earth who receive its doctrines willing that it

should be so construed. The whole Christian world is invited

to this church, for the lord^s Divine Truth is ever seeking

to enlighten the minds of men and angels and to bring them to

a fuller acknowledgment of Himself and, of the life that is

from Himself. Concerning this church it is said in the

Apocalypse . '’The Spirit and the Bride say. Come. And let him

that heareth say. Come. And let him that is athirst come. And

v/hosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.

In the Liturgy and Hymnal of the General Church, in the

section entitled ’’The New Church” it is also stated:

The Lord in His Second Coming reveals the spiritual
sense of the Word, and establishes a ITew Church; for
the former church was Christian only in name.

There is first a subjugation of the hells, the es-
tablishment of order in the heavens, and at the same
time a Last Judgment in the spiritual world; these
together constitute the Divine work of Redemption.

In order that the Hew Church, which is the New Jer-
usalem, might be instituted, the Lord began a new
Redemption, and executed a Last Judgment in the year
1757, which work has continued since that time.

The Lord in His Second Coming forms a ITev/ Heaven of
those who have believed in Him, and institutes a New
Church on earth of those who believe in Him; for
these two, the Nev/ Heaven and the New Church are the
ends of His Coming.

73 Rev . 22:17. "Water of life” signifies "Divine truth through
the V/ord from the Lord,” R. 95'6,
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It is of Divine Order that a New Eeaven should he
formed before a New Church on the earth, for the in-
ternal is formed before the external, and afterwards
the external by the internal.

As the New Heaven increases, so the New Church comes
down from that Heaven; but this cannot be done in
a moment, but only as the falsities of the former
church are removed; these are removed gradually, and
so far as they are removed the New Church is insti-
tuted with men in the world.

Hence it is of the Divine Providence of the Lord that
the Nev/ Church at first should be with few, while
provision is made for its gradual increase among many.

This New Church is the crown of all the churches that
have hitherto been in the world; it will endure for-
ever, because it will worship one visible Cod, who is
the Lord Cod our Saviour Jesus Christ. 74

Swedenborg v/as instructed by the Lord that there had been

75 /

four great Church Periods (or Ages) in the history of the

earth and that the fifth was nov; to follow.

I. The Most ancient or Adamic Church. (Vaguely
remembered as the Golden Age.)

II. The Noetic Church.

III. The Israelitish Church.

IV. The Apostolic Church.

V. The New Church.

The Nev/ Church, foretold in the Cos oels and the Book of Z^eve -

lation , was to worship the one true God, the Lord in His Di-

vine Humanity; was to see truths v/ith a new rationality; was

74 LIT, p. E21-E2E
75 p. 528 .
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to be the crown of all previous churches; was to "come down

from God out of heaven" ftal:e form from the Lord through the

Christian Heaven); and was to he identified with the Second

Coming of the Lord,





CHAPTER III

S^.'/EHENBORG, "SE3?7AHT OE THI-] LORE JESUS CHRIST”

1. Biographical Eata.

Inevitaoly in a study like this the question arises, ".'Hio

is this Swedenborg v;ho makes such far-reaching statements abou1

God and man, about Heaven and Hell and the .7orld of Spirits,

about a ITev/ Church and a Hew Age, about the Second Coming of

the Lord, and about the eternal life? V/ho is he and how

veridical is his report?”

Y/hile no exhaustive
^

answer to that question can here be

undertaken, the reader is entitled to knov/ that it has been

dealt with in exhaustive fashion in many published works^ and

that the facts of the great Seer’s life are an open book at

the disposal of anyone interested in examining them. Emanuel
r

Swedenborg was born in Stockholm, Sweden, in 1688 and died in

London in 1772, at the age of 84 years. His life falls into

three periods of 28 years each. The first 28 years covered

1 See especially; Lewis E. Hite, Swedenborg's Historical Posi -

tion ; George Trowbridge, Life of Emanuel Swedenborg ; James
Garth Wilkinson, Efl^anuel Swedenborg, a Biography ; Benjamin
Worcester, The Lile and Hission of Emanuel Swedenborg ; and
Rudolph L. Tafel, Eocuments Concerning the Life and Qhar-
acter of Emanuel Swedenborg.
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the period of his formal education;^ the second 28, his re-

searches into the natural sciences; and the third 28, the

period of his spiritual illumination. His father was Chaplain

of the court of Sweden.

During the years of his scientific activity Sv/edenborg

was prominently recognized as one of the ablest men of his

country. He was a trusted counselor of the king and a member

of the Swedish House of Nobles. His investigations in the

various realms of nature were characterized by penetrating

insight, and he wrote many books and treatises bearing on a

rz

v/ide range of subjects. long before Einstein he saw the es-

sential principles of Einstein's conception. Sixty-two years

before Laplace he published the germ of the Nebular Hypo-

4
thesis. HjLs monumantal work on the Brain evokes the wonder

and admiration of specialists today. During his long service

in the Hoyal College of Mines he rendered notable service to

^ Swedenborg took his degree of Doctor of Philosophy at the
age of 21.

2 ’’The physical v/orl'd of Einstein is even now beyond the grasp
of many able minds, yet the essential ideas embodied in it
were apprehended by Swedenborg in 1734." Professor Herbert
Dingle, D. Sc., A.H.C.S; Imperial College of Science and
Technology, London, Eng.

'^"It has long been known to students of the philosophical writ
ings of Emanuel Sv/edenborg that he was the author of an
elaborate theory of the origin of the solar and stellar sys-
tem, which was the prototype of those now received." Pro-
fessor E. S. Holden, Lick Observatory, 1880. (See Trowbridge,
LES, p. 266.)
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his country and served the state in the House of Nobles till

the end of his life.

At the age of 56 he relinquished his scientific pursuits,

having been called, he declares, by the lord to a special mis-

sion:

I have been called to a holy office by the lord
Himself, who most graciously manifested himself
to me, His servant, in the year 1743, when He
opened my sight to a view of the spiritual world,
and granted me the privilege of conversing with
spirits and angels, v;hich I enjoy to this day. 5

Prom that time I began to print and publish var-
ious arc~ana that have been seen by me or revealed
to me, as respecting heaven and hell, the state
of man after death, true worship of God, the spir-
itual sense of the Word, with many other most im-
portant matters conducive to salvation and true
wisdom.^

2. The Greatness of Swedenborg.

An indication of the esteem in which the name of Sweden-

borg is held by many outside the New Church may be gained from

such typical tributes as those published by Sdwin Markham,

Ralph Waldo Emerson, and Joseph Port Newton. Edwin Markham is

widely known as the author of ’’The Man V/ith The Hoe” and of

his poem on Abraham Lincoln; but it is not generally known how

highly he revered Swedenborg. His essay entitled "Swedenborg”

5 1769. (R.L.Tafel, Vol. 1; pp. 1, 5, 9).
° It id . . p. 9. See also T. 779; M. 1.
.Edwin Markham, Swedenborg ,

Boston, Massachusetts, Nev/ Church
Union, 1925.
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is among the tenderest and noblest of his utterances:

YHiat of this Swedenborg (he asks) who commands the
attention and extraordinary praise of our greatest
American thinker (Emerson)—what of this master who
extended the borders of all science and philosophy?
(P. 2).

Swedenborg claims that he was empowered by the Lord
Jesus Christ to communicate with spirits and angels,
and was commissioned to report to us needy men a few
of the tremendous facts of the next existence. We
find some of this report in Heaven and Hell , a vol-
ume unio^ue in the literature of the world. Thus he
7/as called to reveal nev/ truths for the New Age.
(P. 5).

On a certain Easter Sunday in April, 1844, Sweden-
borg conquered his temptation to go on with his old
worldly ambitions,® and he turned forthwith to his
immense new task. (P, 5).

Now all of Swedenborg's long training in materialism,
his long calm investigation in the natural sciences,
had widened and steadied his intelligence; so that
he could nov/ march courageously on to the accomplish-
ment of his vast mission, a mission that v/as unique
and massive and never before undertaken in the history
of mankind. So forthwith began the exploration of
the World of Souls. (P. 5).

Q
In all his pages we find no muddy mysticism. We
never come upon anything visionary or fanatical. We
still find the calm investigator, the seasoned and
reasoned thinlier, the clear far-seeing philosopher.
(P. 6).

A long list of scholars and v/riters have been influ-
enced by Swedenborg. They have borne their testimony
to his greatness. Among them may be listed Goethe,
Heine, Balzac, Strindberg, the Brownings, Patmore,

® Natural science.
^ Swedenborg is represented by his biographers as of the ex-

trovert type, thoroughly objective. See p. 5i, footnote 1.
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i^uskin, Carlyle, Thoreau, Zmerson, Holmes, Henry
James, Phillips Brooks, Bdward Everett Hale, Stuart
Phelps. Balzac utters this testimony:

"I have returned to Swedenborg after vast
studies of all religions. His books hold
the elements of a vast social conception.
His theocracy is sublime, and his religion
is the only one a superior person can ac-
cept. He also enables a man to touch Cod.
He creates a thirst for God. He rescues
the majesty of God from the swaddling
clothes in which he has been muffled by
other faiths." (P. 6).

Swedenborg has justly been called the "eyeball on the fron';
of the eighteenth century, the one man who could see—the
wisest man in centuries." (P. 6).

And now... we have had a brief glimpse of Emanuel
Swedenborg, one of the intellectual colossi of all
ages, one of the half dozen greatest geniuses v/ho

have appeared upon the face of the planet. fP. 18).

In his doctrine of the ruling love, he has set
forth the most searching moral code in the posses-
sion of mankind. (P. 18).

As the genial Gulf Stream silently warms and invi-
gorates our shores, so, for a hundred years, the
wariQ stream of Sv/edenborg’s mighty mind has been
thawing out the cold hard theology of the Middle
Ages, making way for a greater faith in Christ, a
faith that will be at once tender and heroical.
fP. 19).

Perhaps the American who has most ably called attention

to one aspect of Swedenborg's greatness is Ralph V/aldo Emerson.

Emerson's essay on Swedenborg in Representative Men goes far

towards fixing Sv/edenborg's historical position because there

he treats Swedenborg, along with Plato, Shakespeare, Goethe,

and Kapoleon as the outstanding figures in human history.
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Emerson's superlative tributes to Swedenborg are all the more

significant when it is recognized that he was tempermentally

and psychologically incapable of understanding Swedenborg's

10
true greatness. It was Swedenborg's monumental learning and

his masterly penetrations into the world of nature rather than

his services in the world of spirit that won Emerson's admir-

ation, 7/hereas Swedenborg himself accounted his scientific ac-

complishments as of little moment after the opening of his

spiritual sight. The following exerps from The Complete 7orks

of Halph ./a I do Emerson fVol. IV throw further light on the

matter before us

:

This man (Swedenborg) no doubt led the most real
life of any man then in the v/orld. (?, 94).

The genius which was to penetrate the science of
the age with a far more subtle science; to pass
beyond the bounds of space and time, venture into
the dim spirit realm, and attempt to establish a

"But with all his literary enthusiasm for his subject, Emer-
son was constitutionally and tempe rmentally incapable of
taking in all sides of Swedenborg's greatness. Swedenborg
was pre-eminently and uncompromisingly Christian. .. .Erne rson
was neither Christian nor believer; he looked upon the
Christian faith and the Christian Bible as outgrown relics
of ancient superstition. If in the future Swedenborg's
grasp of the true nature of Christianity and the Bible comes
to be taken as the measure of his greatness, then it must
be said that Emerson failed to perceive his real greatness."
Lewis E. Hite, SHP, p. 159. See also Hotson, ES ,

concluding
chapter.
The Complete V/orks of 1-^alph Valdo Emerson, Centenary Edi-
tion, Vol. IV, Boston and New York: Houghton, Mifflin and
Co., 1903.
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new religion in the v/orld,^^ "began its lessons
in quarries s,nd forges, in the smelting pot and
crucible, in ship yards and dissecting rooms.
TTo one man is perhaps able to judge of the merits
of his works on so many subjects. fPp. 101, 102).

A colossal soul, he lies vast abroad on his times,
uncomprehended by them, and requires a long focal
distance to be seen. fP. 102).

In Swedenborg, those who are best acquainted with
books will most admire the merit of mass. One of
the missouriuras and mastadons of literature, he
is not to be measured by whole colleges of ordinary
scholars. Eis stalwart presence would flutter the
gowns of a university. (P. 103).

The Economy of the Animal Kingdom is one of those
books which by the sustained dignity of thinking
is an honor to the human race. (P. 105).

There is no such problem for criticism as his the-
ological v/ritings,13 their merits are so command-
ing....He is a rich discoverer, and of things
which most import us to know. . . .V/hat earnestness
and weightiness. .. .A theoretic or speculative man,
but whom no practical man in the universe could
affect to scorn. Plato is a gownsman. .. .But this
mystic is awful to Caesar, lycurgus himself would
bow. (Pp. 123-124).

The moral insight of Swedenborg, the correction of
popular errors, the announcement of ethical laws,
take him out of comparison with any other writer,
and entitle him to a place, vacant for some ages,
among the lawgivers of mankind. fP. 124).

A brief contemporary opinion may aptly close these esti

mates of the Seer. In an essay entitled Swedenborg's Vision

12 Swedenborg never made such a claim.
12 That is, there is no problem for criticism equally chal-

lenging. Emerson *s complete statement reads, "There is no
such problem for criticism as his theological writings,
their merits are so commanding, yet such vast deductions
must be made."
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of the future the liev. Dr. Joseph Port Newton, widely

known Episcopal rector of St, Luke and the Epiphany Church in

Philadelphia declares:

His (Swedenborg's) experiences in the spiritual
world v/ere indisputable. His mind v/as prepared
by God Himself. He attained to great spiritual
growth—he was a high soul. He was entrusted with
pov;ers beyond all others, yet he used those powers
scrupulously and carefully, in the service of Him
above. (P. 7).

This great and illustrious Christian seer helped
me into a clearer insight into the meaning of love,
and of my soul—of our souls; and of citizenship
in the unseen world of law and order and fellow-
ship. It is one of the most beautiful doctrines
which he taught. fP. 9),

Many have believed that angels are a special race
of beings. But Sv/edenborg has shown this to be
wrong. He has taught us to think of them as a
great procession of hiiman beings, who have come to
this earth—have stayed a day, and then passed on,
to be the guardians of those who are here in their
turn, and are in need..,,fP. 9).

No man in the history of man ever had more facets
to his mind. With equal ease he seemed to master
every field of knov»/ledge, his penetrating intelli-
gence matched by his colorless clarity of style.
(P. 11).

Poet, mathematic isn, geologist, philosopher, botan-
ist, musician, inventor, economist, linguist,
psychic, saint, seer—the rosary of his gifts is
dazzling, almost unbelievable. fP. 11).

V/ithal he was so simple, so human, so humble of

Joseph Fort Newton, Swedenborg's Vision of the Future Life .

Philadelphia, New Church Book Center, 1929.
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heart, the dignity of his mind and the purity of
his spirit giving an added grace to the majesty of
his personality and the serenity of his faith. At
the age of fifty six all his great powers were
turned to the study of the spiritual world, which
he saw as a realm of law, order, and heauty. TTo

wonder his vision was like a revelation. fP. 11).

Such a mind shows us the divinity that dwells in
our mortal dust; such a character is the consecra-
tion of our race. (P. 11).

V/hile statements like these could he extended to almost

any length, it is obvious to many observers that ITew Churchmen

do not desire to emphasize Swedenborg's human greatness. If

anything, they appear to subordinate it. In the eyes of a

New Churchman, Swedenborg almost disppears within the glory of

the revelation that he brought from the lord. Nev/ Churchmen

accept Swedenborg's claim that he was only the instrument v/hom

the lord used for the purpose of publishing the truths of the

Church on earth. Hence, 3v/edenborg decreases as the lord in-

creases. No Nev/ Churchman could possibly spea^ of "Sweden-

borg's truths” any more than Swedenborg himself could do so.

Divine Truth is neither Swedenborg's nor any man's but the

Lord's. Hence, to dwell on Swedenborg's hnjnan greatness would

in the eyes of New Churchmen, serve only to interpose the

human instrument against the light of the revelation from the

Lord Himself. After the opening of his spiritual sight Swed-

enborg accounted his former labors in the natural sciences as

a little thing, and we must grant to New Churchmen their right
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to a like appraisal; yet it may be pointed out that even as

the world counts greatness there is ample justification for

the view that after enough centuries have gone by to give the

’’long focal distance” bespoken by ICmerson, the mighty mind of

Swedenborg will be found shining in the heavens as the bright-

est star in the firmament of nan's history. 3e that as it

may, the far-reaching influences of the "Heavenly Doctrines"

are now in contact with the i.iinds of men, and the pitifully

small organization of the Hew Jerusalem has bent its slender

back to the weighty task of making these doctrines known to

all in the Christian v/orld v/ho may be helped by them. Hence,

the importance of examining Convention's educatTin^i) efforts as

they have gradually evolved from the beginning to the present

time

.

15 See p. 5*6.
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CHA.PTSR IV

SDUGATIO!T-iL BBGITmriGS, 1817-1867.

1. The Earliest Years.

The earliest years of the ITew Church in *lnerica reveal

no immediate efforts to develop an educational program for the

children of the Church. Such efforts could scarcely he loohed

2
for at a time when the first societies v/ere enlisting all

their energies in the task of establishing themselves and fix-

ing their places in their several communities. Thus, whatever

efforts in religious education could eventually he undertaken

hy them would necessarily have to he completely new develop-

ments in every respect,—nev/ buildings, new principles, new

objectives, new curricula, new teachers' helps, new orders of

worship, new hymnals, new pictures— indeed, everything would

need to be new except the great Fountain of the Bible itself.

1 See p.,l6 . See also Jour., op. E-3; Int . Rep., vol . 3, pp.
511-512; Block, TTCII, p. 170ff.

2 New Church societies are listed in Vyxy Jour ., 1817, as
follovjs: Boston, 20 members; New York, <j0 to 60; Platikil,
(N.Y.) 10; Danby (N.Y.), 14; Spencer (N.Y.), 11; Philadel-
phia, 60: Lancaster (Pa.), "a few Germans"; Bedford (Pa.),
8; Brownville (Pa.), 10; Baltimore, 60 to 70; Abingdon (Va.

)

7; V/heeling (Va.), 15 to 20; S teubejiville
, (0.), 20; Cin-

cinnati, 45; Lebanon (O), 20; Pp. 7. 8. and 9. See also
IR, vol. 3, pp. 511-512.





and even that would need to be more interiorly understood.

Not least of the problems would be that of the financial means

for developing a new program for a new church organization.

Vihat then were the first American New GhurcTi children

taught? V/e find very little in the earliest records to guide

us in forming an opinion. 'Jriting in the Encyclopedia of

Sunday Schools and Heligious Education , Erank Sev/all, a min-

ister of the New Church, declares:

Sv/edenborg. .. frequently mentions in his writings
the fundamental truths of religion ’’that are
taught to all children of the Christian Church,’^
that God is to be worshipped; that He came into
the world to save men; that the Commandments are
to be kept; that there is a life after death, a
judgment, a heaven and a hell. In this teaching
he seems to be referring to the universal custom
of the Lutheran and Anglican churches in pledging
the sponsors at baptism to teach these things to
children; and in his enumeration of the duties of
worship obligatory on all persons--attending
church, receiving the Sacrament, etc.—he mentions
the duties "at home also,” among which are teach-
ing the children and servants about heaven, eter-
nal life, and salvation...

In America, as in England, it was the early custom
in the New Church Societies that as soon as old
enough the children should attend church with their
parents; and the almost universal practice in Nev/
Church families of Bible reading and family worship
secured to New Church children the most important
benefits of religious education.^

It will be recalled that during the first quarter of the

3 EldC, Vol. 2, pp. 71?7 71S
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nineteenth century fand, indeed, much later) only a very little

was known about the characteristics of the child'^s mind at

its various stages of development and that children were ex-

pected to learn a good deal more during church attendance than

we now expect, and we find no reason to suppose that the first

New Church children were exempt from the common practice. As

a matter of fact, it is probable that the demands made on New

Church children were heightened rather than diminished be-

cause the New Church theology of the time v;as not yet reduced
I

to the simpler language of the present day. If later prac-

tices are an indication of what may have taken place during

the first years of religious education we may safely conclude

that the first llev/ Church children received their full share

of advanced theology, the understanding of which is a respec-

table accomplishment for the adult mind even in the simpler

language of today.

2. The First Catechisms,

The earliest textbooks of religious instruction in the

American New Church were the first English and American cate-

chisms. These were the days of wide-spread catechetical in^

struction and within a comparatively short time New Church
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4
sources issued several small catechisms. In the New Jeru-

salem Ilagazine for July, 1828, A Catechism, Or Instruction

for Children
, prepared by order of the General Convention, is

published in its entirety, and provides a doctrinal and Bib-

lical basis for the several later catechisms that appear in

the course of the century. The attractive nature of this

catechism is illustrated by the following:

Question: V/ho made you?

Child: The Lord God -xlmighty, who made heaven and
earth, and all things therein.

Q. Tor what end did God make you?

A. That I might be happy in heaven for ever.

Q. Then do all mankind become happy in heaven for
ever?

A. God wishes to make them so, but none can be hap-
py, Or go to heaven, unless they are good.

Q. ./hat more do you know about God?

A, I know and believe vi^hat I am taught in the Greed
of the church.^

(Here follows a section on the Greed).

Q. You say there is in God a Divine Trinity: of v;hat
does this Trinity consist?

A Gutechism for the Use of the Hew Chur
ll^Dov;ell, 1806 . .’i. Cate chi^m' 'for the IT'ew ciu

with Proofs from the Sacred Scriptures ^ ’;edford, 3?a., n
211, 1826. A Catechism for the Christian of the Hew Church y

Boston, Allen and Goddard, 1831. A Gatechism for the Child

r

of the New Church , Boston, Allen, 1835^
5 LL\G, vol. 1, p. 545.

Church ,

"^a.. M’Dow-

re
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A, Of three Divine Essentials, called the Eather,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Q. V/hat are these three Divine Essentials?

A. The Father is the Essential Divinity; the Son
is the Divine Humanity; and the Holy Spirit
is the Divine Proceeding or Operative Energy;
answering to the soul, the "body, and the op-
eration of both together, in man.

Q. Then hov; ought you to thinJi of God?

A. As of an infinitely glorious Divine Llan, all-
good, all-wise, all-powerful, and everywhere
present

.

Q. You said that God is your Piedeemer as well as
your Creator: what do you understand by Re-
demption?

A. Deliverance from the power of hell, or of infer-
nal spirits.

Q. How did the Lord effect this redemption or de-
liverance?

A. By taking on Him human nature by birth of the
Virgin Llary, and therein combating the infernal
pov/ers which held man in bondage; and having
glorified His Humanity, or made it Divine, He
keeps them in subjection forever.^

Following these questions and ansv/ers come portions on the

Decalogue, the lord^s Prayer, the sacraments of Baptism and the

Holy Supper, the Spiritual V/orld, and the Second Coming of the

Lord.

A few years later, in 1833, another attractive Hev/ Church

catechism takes our attention. V/e find it today in a small

6 IvlAG, vol. 1, p. 346
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stiff-backed edition entitled A Catechism for the Children of

the ITew Church '^ and here again the fundamental TIew Church

teachings are set forth in attractive fashion. The outline of

chapters gives us teachings concerning the Lord, and life in

the natural world and Spiritual ./orld; concerning Good Spir-

its and Evil Spirits; concerning the presence of Good Spirits

and Evil Spirits with men; the Sacred Scriptures or the '-Tord

of the Lord; the Ten Commandments; two more chapters on the

Lord; the Divine Providence; -Redemption; Baptism; the Holy

Supper; Prayer; and the Second Coming of the Lord. Each of

these thirteen ’’chapters” is extremely brief and maJies an

obvious attempt to present ITev/ Church teaching in simple form.

Chapter I

1. Question : Can you tell me, my child, who made you?

Answer: The Lord God, who made the heavens, and
the earth, and the sea, and all things that
are in them.

2. Q. How ought you to think of the Lord?

A. I ought to think of the Lord as an infinitely
glorious Divine Ilan, who has all Goodness,
and V/isdom, and Power, and who is every-
where present.

3. Q. For what purpose did the Lord make you?

This is a revised and improved edition of the catechism of
the same name published by Allen and Goddard in Boston
in 1831. See footnote, p. cy.
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A, The Lord made me to know Him, and to love
Him, and to keep His Commandments, and
be happy forever.

4. Q. Did the Lord make you to live only in this
natural world?

A. LIy body was made to live only in this nat-
ural world, but my soul or spirit is

formed to live both in this v/orld and in
the spiritual world at the same time.

I

5. Q. Shall you always live in this body?

A. After I have lived in this body a short
time, I shall be separated from it, and
shall not live any longer in this world.

6. Q. y/here shall you live after your body dies?

A, After my body dies I shall live in the
spiritual world forever.

7. Q. How shall you live in the Spiritual world?

A. I shall be in a human form as I am now, and
shall be able to think, and feel, and speak,
and act, much better than I can in this
world.

8. Q. Are all persons happy who are in the spiritual
vi/orld?

A. Those persons only are happy in the spiritual
world, who loved the Lord, and loved to do
good in this world.

Chapter II

1. V/hat are those persons called who are good and
happy in the spiritual world?

A. They are called Good Spirits and Angels.

2. Q. V/hat are those persons called who are wicked
and miserable in the spiritual world?
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A They are called Evil Spirits and Devils

3. Q. Do Grood Spirits and Evil Spirits dwell to-
gether in the spiritual world?

A. In the spiritual world Good Spirits are
separated from Evil Spirits.

4. Q. '.That is that blessed state called in v;hich
Good Spirits or angels dwell?

A. It is called Heaven.

5. Q. What is that miserable state called, in which
Evil Spirits or Devils dwell?

A. It is called Hell.®

8. Q. Will all persons who are now living in the
natural world become either Evil Spirits
or Good Spirits after death?

A. Every person who is now living in this world
will become an *ingel or a Devil after
death.

9

The first thorough-going effort to start the development

of an organized program of religious education in the church

appears to have been initiated during the Convention session

in Philadelphia in 1835 when the Eev. Samuel ’Yorcester sub-

mitted a '^Preamble and Resolution" with the object of estab-

lishing a committee on the "education of children in the

Heavenly Doctrines." The Journal of that year gives us the

8 GCC, pp. ,1-2.
^ Ibid . , p. 5.
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follov/ing record, the first of its hind in -dnerican ITew Church

literature

•

V'/hereas the education of children in the Heavenly
Doctrines is of vital importance to the advance-
ment of the Hew Jerusalem, therefore.

Resolved, That a Standing COLimittee be appointed
whose duty it shall bd to select, write or cause
to be v/ritten such books as they may deem well
suited to the instruction of children and youth
in the Heavenly Doctrines, and make such sugges-
tions as to the method of instruction as they may
think proper; and that said Committee be required
to report their doings to the next Convention.^^

,7ith the adoption of that resolution and the naming of the Com-

mittee^^ it may be said that the Hew Church had definitely set

its feet in the path of developing a program of religious ed-

ucation. At the next session of the Convention, which was

held in Boston, in 1836, the Committee made its first report.

3, Hirst Annual Report of the Standing Committee

on Education.

That first annual report to Convention on religious edu-

cation in the Hew Church in ^unerica is note'worthy in more ways

than one. In a closely printed summary of five full pages in

10 Jour . , 1835; minute 32.
11 It was voted that the committee consist of Rev. Samuel

.Worcester, with three others to be added by the chair:
(Minute 33).



p

-.''t «- J: tnv/5* tc:
,

’ *; ‘•Xi’-' L' j 4 j - i £».'

,

.*
. 0 ' ::.7 :.-.?cv

,
i i :

*j- If>da , V r. V1^
-t.«^.;: 'j:-. '.. f»^:t .jt'’

•dJiJiiO T'’ J X* X.Q'd C -'
'.,

. ,
* r

Iljf Gfi X.;c' ;: .Itv! r:oa.i'-‘' W-
• :.- *.x '»:,. < I'ci ^ c fi*. cJ '.etiifft

- . ; .'oj/ft ciC-' f'l':
,
.hjj: '.

-*
. V*-

CLX

i:o t-^orn

^

' o

'’»p'*;.r"t -ii • r »3oXd5i L-ru'oO i

‘ ^ $ taui i ir , -i^

-, L- '‘Srcvr’-l) 7?:f:;.! fv'-'*' '7 ot

-J . ;
^ • r:ti .'H.: :r:o ;

. Xi •.•" 10 /to t jj.'Vi V'... ?j- / a 7 .:

'

;;;:. jT(i'., '>-7 rfn'x;/:[C si ».> .i «
'

' •'

'. J biV t'.-* > i.' vyiCi 7x
II

^aef JlUi

i-r; L i .’H'T 'iC t>d t-- 5Ji

•il-itlf*’
,

' '1 j: '.OV.iO^^ id-*’ ct.-3n <i , :OX:f

,
|‘' .r.^'i J .*rl . ^

‘

’rrynoC f Hi , - ’••

1

»f :3 ilB3/iiC/
;> '^: ' 1. J r “ S^rriCL' * .7 i".

9 ' i,,; rfjUiiZ .; }

-' c3i»;cl i ''s.»^ i'lP rrni:J'!'’
’ :-'c CJ 77P ,e *. /L/rxt-riti. ;r.!'ii:

, r

'

' 7'*'; ' ‘
-

’ .-ji7 0ir^ df .' t/ii'' tf'i' '.ft* f .'
» ',. i a ' t'

r .:' • ,cf r»;cr^ u , X; *o (;;<

,
, .

'-- ^ C

rx
foiiMiC’ , _L !ro J",.i‘iir.-’:L nuC^ri., •

j

: .:C‘ 0 ;ii^ Xd vd u7 'Jr >-> J7:Jr . >V' o 0'.* •'<7 •./•

• s

s

‘
' /

*«». If•••,*. J
•

:: \ds:-

' t&jLi



the Convention Journal , less than half a page is devoted to

the main purpose of the resolution, providing the church with

1

'

hooks, while fully four pages present erudite speculation

on theological and hypothetical aspects of doctrinal instruc-

tion. In this theoretical portion we find doctrinal informa-

tion on the importance of studying the letter of the V/ord, a

section on the importance of family instruction, instruction

in regard to children's use of chanting, a section on the

"remains" implanted in children's minds hy their study of the

tVord and the Doctrines, a section on the importance of obed-

ience of New Church children to their parents, and a recommen-

dation for New Church groups to establish Sabbath Schools.

The closing paragraphs illustrate the earnest tone of the

whole report:

All who have given due attention to the subject,
must be aware that our common schools inculcate
many principles, and tolerate many habits, v7hich
are of very evil tendency, ^onbition is made a
virtue; and other sblfish principles are encou-
raged as good, or as neither good nor evil. Aiiger,
revenge, cunning, and avarice, are not only in-
dulged without calling them sins, but they are
approved in most of the books that are iised in
schools

.

Faults of this character are so numerous that there
is not time to name them; and parents who cannot

Jour . , 1836, pp. 374-379.
Jviblication of a Book of Questions and Remarks was recom-
mended by the Committee.
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wholly avoid them by sending their children to
New Church schools, should guard against them as
far as possible. Although the existing evils
can be but very slowly removed, much good may be
received by opposing them. Evils which parents
endeavor to remove, will be less with their
children.

All the oounsel in this report is well considered and sig--

nificant
,
but the prime reason for which the Committee v/as

established was to '’select, write, or cause to be written...

books” which could be put into the hands of children and

teachers, S3uch emphasis on the ideational side of religious

education v/as to be characteristic of Convention’s educational

efforts for the next several decades, and we find that the

reports submitted by the Committee on Heligious Instruction

( a development of the Standing Committee on Education) were

to be largely characterized by the speculative genius.

4, Sunday lessons.

After the publication of the Catechism of 1833, the next

publication to arrest our attention is a closely printed vol-

ume of 163 pages entitled Sunday lessons for the Instruction
»

of Children of the Nev/ Church, in Schools or at Home, by a

Ilember of the Boston Society of the New Jerusalem, 1838.

14 Jour., 1836, p. 379.
Publisher, Otis Clapp, Boston, 1838.
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-Although the title gives the impression that the volume is

designed to be put into the hands of children, the Preface

declares that it is intended for the use of teachers, and it

is actually written in such a style that in any event chil-

dren could make little if any use of it. It is comprised of

twenty lessons (without index or title or pictures) and is

largely devoted to the central theology of the ITew Jerusalem,

although the effort is made to simplify the language to a

minor extent. It is fair to the v/riter to report that the

Preface expresses a real doubt whether the lessons are suit-

able for the intellectual capacity of children. The author

says:

I thinli a lesson should be read by a class and
then conversed upon; and read, perhaps, again,
on the next Sunday; and this repeatedly until
it seems to be exhausted; and then the next
lesson may be read. And after the volume has
been gone through, it may be begun again, if
the teachers have reason to believe that the
suggestions of the lessons would admit of fur-
ther development .IS

V/ith a prospect like that before both teachers and pupils

it is little wonder if this early volume of New Church '’Les-

sons” does not appear in later editions.

SIC, Preface, p. 5
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5. Mrs, Wilkin Lessons.

About this same time we upon a smaller work entitled

Lessons for Children of the New Church, written by Mrs. Thoma-

zine Wilkins,

a

talented teacher of the Boston society; and

here we seem to have a.n attempt to place simple lesson mater-

ial into the hands of children. The book is dedicated ”To

the children of the Mount Vernon Street New Church School”

and is set forth in the form of ten Lessons and a Conclusion.

This work contains neither index nor lesson titles nor illus-

trations nor any indications of how it should be used, and from

this circumstance it is impossible to say with certainty that

the author planned to have it placed in the hands of children

rather than in the hands of Sunday School teachers. In corn-*

' * 1

8

raent upon these "Lessons” the New Jerusalem Magazins for

May, 1827, published a 12-page article (signed S.H.

)

on the

status of religious education in the New Church at that time.

Concerning Mrs, Wilkin’s Lessons S.R. says:

We believe there are few of the New Church--
certainly none who have families, who have not
felt the v/ant of suitable books for children.
This want has become almost oppressive. Nothing
comparatively has yet been given by a church
which has everything to give. Possessing tinths
of infinite variety and beauty, calculated to

1'^ See Block, NCN, pp. 102-104; 108.
18 MAG. vol. 10, pp. 298-310.
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interest all ages down to the earliest dav/n of
intellect, capable of being presented in forms
even more taking than fiction.^ and romance, she
(the Church) has hitherto lacked the will or the
pov/er to communicate. V/e do not complain. V/e

acknov/ledge the hand of a permissive Providence
in the past. But we earnestly hope and pray for
better things. That they must come hereafter is
most certain. I.Iay the Lord grant that they may
begin to be realised in our ovm age, and by our
own children....

We regard the little volume before us as full of
promise . . . .T9

V/hether the writer of this article v/as
,

indeed, unre-

servedly hopeful over the prospects of this book is open to

question from the nature of the further criticism; and read-

ing that criticism in the light of the findings of modern ed-

ucational psychology, one is impressed by its clear insight

into the difficulty of writing successful children's books.

One of the most common faults v/ith children's
books (continues S.H.) is that they are too ab-
stract. The pov/er of generalising is among the
last to be developed, and not only so, but is
rarely possessed in any great degree of perfec-
tion. . .

.2^

The child is little and must therefore have a
little book. So far is plain. But how often has
the very next step been a fatally false one. How
often do we find the child's book to be simply a
brief of his father's? How often do we see in
the former nothing but an abstract of those prin-
ciples which are detailed, illustrated, and sim-

19 IvIAG, vol. 10, og, 298-299
20 Ibid .

. p. 301.



I

• ,o., .

I

-*

. J“:vvr
’*

Tfc >/ f
’ '

- rj

,

. . , , •. ft ii i.V.O

-. .••j

.;v- ibf's^ c.

r M \:i S'. '

'

j ». rs; J*.j t; V

I

1

_ I'

i.ra

. I r

I

j^.u
' •

'.

I 1. J >. .L . .

• V

j ;

»

I

1

/

.
. J

I



plified in the latter? This is directly the re-
verse of ?;hat it should he. The child should not
he thus dealt with, 21

a reading of Mrs. './ilhin’s Lessons (as they were later

renamed) reveals that she gives lucid theological formulations

of propositions that are the proper concern of developed minds

hut that she tries to do so in the language of childhood. The

Lessons are addressed to "my dear children" and undertake to

instruct the little ones in the theology of the ITew Jerusalem.

Because Lesson I is typical of a good deal of the best in

New Church teaching of children at that time it deserves to

he quoted in its entirety:

liLSSON I. Little children, should you like to
hear something about the spiritual world? I dare
say you would; for that is the v/orld where we shall
live, when we leave this v/orld where we live now.

You all knov/ something about what is called death
and dy ing

,

and that it means the way in whicl. we
pass out of this world into the other.

Our material bodies are not made to last forever;
hut when we have remained here, in this world,
as long as our heavenly father pleases, our bodies
grow weak and useless, and at last drop off; then
we are in the spiritual v/orld, and in a spiritual
body, which will never die, hut vjhich, if vie are
yood , will always he grov/ing more beautiful and
more active.

I said, " if we are good ." because the spiritual
world differs from the natural world in this respect.
In this v/orld we often see wicked people and naughty

21 I,LUJ, vol. 10, p. 302
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children, who have beautiful faces and live in fine
houses, and wear beautiful clothes; but there it is
not so. There everything apoears just as it really
is; and if we have evil feelings and wrong thoughts,
we cannot conceal them, for they appear in our
faces and in everything about us. This happens be-
cause there is a correspondence between the things
that are within us and the things that are v/ithout
us. You are not old enough yet to understand ex-
actly v/hat is meant by corres pondence ; but if you
are attentive you may learn something about it even
novi/

.

What I am going to tell you I have learned from the
writings of Swedenborg. He was a very good man, to
v/hom these things were revealed by the divine mercy
of the Lord, that he might tell them to us for our
instruction and delight, ,/hen you are older, you
will read the books he has written for yourselves;
and I assure you that you will learn many wonderful
and delightful things from them.

But I was going to tell you something of the corres -

j)Ondence of the things that are without us to the
things that are within us. The things within us are
our feelings and thoughts. Sometimes we have gentle
and kind feelings, and sometimes we have angry and
unkind feelings; sometimes v/e have true and innocent
and lively thoughts, and sometimes we have false and
sullen and dark thotights.

How, in the spiritual world all these different
thoughts and feelings appear in visible forms before
our own eyes and the eyes of others. In that world,
if a little girl, who was innocent and gentle, and
desirous to learn what is true and good, were to take
a walk, she would come into a field of green grass,
where she would see little lambs at play, and smell
the fragrance of flowers, and hear the songs of birds
for the green grass corresponds to the truths that
are growing up in her mind, and the yoiing lambs are
the forms of her gentle and innocent affections; the
sweet smell of the flowers corresponds to the delight
she feels in these things, and the songs of the birds
to her pleasant thoughts.

But if this little girl were to turn awa2i^ from this
good state, and indulge angry feelings, and sullen
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and disobedient thoughts, all things around her would
he changed. The beautiful grass would wither and
fade away, leaving the earth bare and barren. The
innocent lambs would disappear, and instead of them
there ?/ould be ugly and hurtful creatures, such as
bears and wolves that wish to destroy the little
lambs; and if she were to think of any deceitful or
cunning way to hide her feelings, there would appear
serpents and foxes; for all these hurtful creatures
are the forms of her evil affections.

It is to talk of evil things, dear children; but
it is necessary that you should know them; for you
all have these ^vils v^ithin you, and everyone of you
can recollect some times when you have felt them.
If you are obedient to your parents, and attentive to
your teachers, you will learn the way in v/hich you
may be delivered from them.

I believe I have told you enough now for one time;
and if your teacher pleases, you may get your Bibles
and read the third chapter of Ilatthew, about the Dove
that appeared when the Lord w'as bttptized. 22

Unquestionably this small book of Ilrs. /ilkins’ is better

suited to children’s use than the formidable Sunday Lessons

already described, but by modern standards it would not be

acceptable as a child's lesson book. By its ?iature it might

be suitable for use as a Christmas or birthday gift for par-

ticularly talented New Church children, and it is possible

that it actually found demand in that respect. The fact that

it ran through three editions^^ in the course of twenty

years indicates that it did meet a measure of success among

the New Church people of the time.

22 Wilkins, Lj’C
, pp. 5-10.

23 Third edition published in 1859.
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6. Lessons Ly a Lady

SoLie half dozen years later, in 1843, another printed worl

for Sunday School uses comes to our attention. It is a highly

compressed booklet of eighteen pages entitled. The Child ^s

First Book of Pkeligious Instruction, in Twelve Heading Lessons .

on Some of the Principle Doctrines of the Ilev; Church, Intended

for the Use of Sunday and Free Lay Schools , by a Lady. It

is a literary merit of this booklet that each lesson is short

and meaty. It has a table of contents which reads:

I, The V/ord of God.
II. The Existence and nature of God.

III. God the Author and Preserver of ii.ll Things.
IV. Of Man.
V. The Spiritual V/orld.

VI. Of Heaven and Hell.
VII. Of Hell and Infernal Spirits.

VIII. The nearness of the Spiritual \7orld.
IX. The Fall of Man.
X. l^edemption.

XI. ./hy God Created Man.
XII. The Life that Leads to Heaven.

Such titles indicate a respectable intellectual undertaking,

and the mature mind is not disappointed in the well written

pages. But it is a question whether packed, meaty, highly-

compressed lessons on such subjects are particularly suited

for a ’’child's first book of religious instr'nction. ” As a

matter of fact, this little work contains several portions

Otis Clapp, Boston, 1843





that would exercise the intellectual faculty of a seasoned

theologian; and again it is not to be wondered at if the need

df suitable I'^ev/ Church lesson material still remained.

7. A Magazine for Children.

The year 1843 also saw the emergence of an American mag-

azine published for Nev; Church children. Under several

20
titles and under several editorial policies "the children's

magazine" continued to be read by New Church youth of Ajnerica

until the year 1891, just before the appearance of the

27 Ipopular Sower

.

The early history of the children s m.agazine

OD
indicates a period of moderate success and it was doubtless

read from cover to cover by considerable numbers of New Church!

children and their parents every month. It is interesting to

note that this magazine was one of the few New Church publi-

cations that to a large extent left the doctrinal teachings

of the church in solution while giving expression to the com-

m.onplace, daily interests of young people in stories, poems.

25. During the next quarter century three more Catechisms wer€
published in Boston, none of which took a dominant place j||n

the Convention schools. A Nen: Church Catechism for
Children, Otis Clapp, 18561 Familiar Lessons for~~New
Church Sunday Schools. Nichols and Noyes, 1866. A
Cn -he Chism on the Lord's Prayer

,
by John P, Perr:;-. T.H.

Carter and Sons, 1868.
26. T~he Girls' and Boys* Magazine (l843-1844) • New Churbh

Magazine for Children ( 1844-1867 ) ; Tv,e Children ' s New
Church Magazine (1868-1891).

27 . See pp. 97-96
28. "Tho circulation on May 1, 1869 was 1,430." Jour . . 1869,

0.87.
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pictures, contests, and similar features. le are hardly pre-

pared to find this in a New Church magazine:

RJZ3LES

ITo. 9

PI

A Verse from one of Longfellows poems.

Iletchedumast I SlidoulisinI
Smut cahe bohen posiaratin
Lloce ta salt ot stih clocinouns,
Ganjire codsrid, diwl nocisfun,
Sitladuse, nanitercioun?

The children's magazine was discontinued in 1891 for lack of

support

.

8. A Manual for Sabbath Schools.

Vfnat was perhaps the most conspicuous effort on the part

of Convention during this early period to provide substantial

help for its Sunday Schools came with the publication in 1859

of the 142 page Manual for Sabbath Schools ’’Prepared by a

Committee of the General Convention.” Here we find a well-

ordered, well-printed book of selected Bible readings, hymns

,

chants, the Ten Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, along with

several combinations of formal worship exercises for the churct

school hour. But while this Manual was a practical help for

CCM, vol. 12, p. 384.
20 ijew Church Publishing House, New York, 1865.



« f

t.

T

«

t

I

• L •

I



formal worship (reflecting in this respect the highly formal

church worship it made no pretense of supplying lesson

materials for pupils or teachers. The ten-page Preface of

this 1859 Manual is a treasure house of assertions on the the

ory of religious education for Hew Church children. The earn

est spirit of the Committee ^s work as well as a reflection of

Hev; Church Sunday School methodology is indicated in the fol-

lowing selections:

In conducting a Sabbath School, the most important
thing of all is to cultivate in the pupils a spirit
of love and reverence for the Lord and His Holy Word.
The growth of this spirit is of far more importapte
to a child than any mere increase of knowledge; for
feelings of love and reverence furnish the only good
ground in v/hich heaven-dropped seed may spring up,
and bring forth fruit. The seed is scattered freely;
and a child of the New Church can scarcely fail to
receive it in abundance. But all our care is neces-
sary to insure a good preparation of the ground; to
secure a warm and reverential reception of the seei
in the holiest recesses of the mind, where, watered
by the dews and warmed by the Sun of Heaven, it may
germinate and take sure root, (P. 5).

The Principal and teachers o-f the Sabbath School should
use the utmost care that all their own efforts , their
readings, their teachings, and their whole demeanor,
may be characterized by a spirit of gentle reverence;
showing a consciousness of the Lord’s presence in the
purpose of the school.... A child's mind is very easily
affected by such influence. Children are more sensi-
tive than older people to the spheres of those around
them. They are affected less by the meaning of words,
and more by the spirit in which they are utterod. The
angels who have charge over them are continually

See p,
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striving to communicate to them their own love and
reverence for the Lord; and, whenever children's minds
are impressed with any such feelings from others, the
angels perceive it v/ith joy, and they flow into it
with a fulness and purity and delight very beautiful
and affecting to witness, (?p. 5-6).

There is, indeed, some danger of our supposing that
we have more to do for a child's state of mind than
really belongs to us. V/e must beware of the idea that
we are the only or the principal mediums of the child's
connection with Heaven; for, in tiruth, he has a con-
nection far more direct and interior by means of his
attendant angels. We have need to take constant care,
lest, by self-conceited efforts, we obstruct, rather
than open, the passages to their heavenly Father of
those little ones whose angels do always behold his
face, v/hat v/e have to do is to help then silence and
put av/ay their selfish thoughts and feelings, to di-
rect their eyes upward to their Father in Heaven, and
to set before them the instruction he has given as the
way leading to his presence. We are but guide posts
by the wayside; and must beware, lest, in a feeling
of our own importance, we stand in the midst, and block
up the way. V/e must take all care that v/e ourselves
are humbly looking tov/ards the Lord, in order that our
v/hole influence and teachings may lead the children
under our charge in the same direction. ... fp. 6),

It is obvious that the reverential receptive state...
cannot be expected to have its place in the midst of
noise and confusion. .. .Thus

,
it ought to be understood

that, during the school hour-;; there ought to be no
unnecessary talking among the pupils ... .For the same
reason, there ought, of course, be no laughing and
playing. Every pupil ought... to make both his entrance
and departure in a quiet, orderly manner. ... fP. 7).

The instiniction to be given is chiefly to he embraced
under these two heads, —a knov/ledge of the V/ord of
GrOd, and of the doctrines of the church. All religion
and spiritual life, the attainment of which is the
object of our Sabbath Schools, depend upon, and are de-
rived from, the V/ord; and the Word can only be pro-
perly understood by means of the doctrines of the
church, fp. 8).

A child's religious instruction is commenced when he
first learns that he has a Father in Heaven, ... (P . 9),





The importance of a child learning the Ten Command-
ments thoroughly, and at as an early an age as pos-
sible, cannot be too highly estimated. ... (P. 9).

The great object of our Sabbath Schools it to give
our children true ideas of, and proper feelings to-
wards, the lord, their Creator and Saviour, in order
that their lives may be brought into conformity with
the lavi/s and life of his kingdom; that they may be-
come united v;ith him in the life of his church on
earth, and of Heaven above.... fP. 11).

The first book v/hich can be put into the hands of
little children is the Catechism. ... (P. 12).

After the Catechism there are several little books in
the church which may be used according to convenience
or choice ... .But

,
aa soon as classes are old enough,

it is very desirable that they should begin to use
the works of Swedenborg himself .... f P. 12-12).^^

On this plane of thought and feeling this Preface, v/hich

is addressed as "Suggestions to Teachers" continues for more

than ten pages. Yet the fact remains that at this time (more

than forty years after the founding of Convention) the children

of the TTew Church were still without lesson materials which

could reasonably be considered sufficient for their needs.

Among the final services of this highly speciilatory

Committee on ReligiCus Instruction is a closing hint concern-

ing another proposed Catechism to serve as lesson material for

the Church. The 1865 re'port of this Committee in the £oirv^-

tion J^irnal declares:

S2 See pp. 5-15
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The Superintendent of the Brooklyn Sahhath School,
Br. l.Ioffatt, has informed us that he is engaged
in the x^reparation of a Gatechism; has stated his
plan; and submitted to our examination the chapter
recently published in the Llessenger . 7/e are pleased
with what he has done, and trust ti.at the completion
of what he has undertaken will furnish a ver^ val-
uable book of instruction for the children. 23

The following year the Committee recommended in the matter of

the Gatechism:

That Dr. Iloffat’s mandLscript be returned to him,
with the ansv/er that the Committee thinic a differ-
ent kind of book would be more generally useful,
and hardly wish to advise the Convention to assiune
the publication of this. 24

Y/liile we hear on two or three other occasions from this

Committee its active work at this point v/as virtually done. At

the next session of Convention, held in Cincinnati in 1867, a

new body^^ makes its appearance authorized by Convention; and

we are to find this new bodjj increasingly assuming Convention's

Sunday School tasks from that time forward. The new body

presently takes the name "The American ITew Church Sabbath School

Association,” and with the establishment of this new instrument

of Convention the middle, or trans itional, period of Conven-

tion's educational history may be said to begin.

Jour. 1865, p. 35.
24 Ibid . . 1866, p. 49.

Jour .. 1867, p. 51. Aeport no. 7
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geapte::^ y

PERIOD 0? TPATTSITIOIT, 1867-1883

1, Nature of the Period.

To the reader looking for immediate improYement in the

position of Convention in its work of religious education the

opening of this period of transition comes as a disappointment,

In fact the entire period is marked hy a singular restraint

in the natter of attempting to provide ITew Church schools

with new curricular materials. The last part of this chapter

will show that the chief contribution of this period is found

in the advance tov/ard unification of the lesson outlines of

the different schools, thereby preparing the ground for the

more highly synchronized programs of the present-day churches

under the guidance of the Sunday School Association.

2. Three Doctrinal Publications.

That the period is not wholly unproductive is seen in the

fact that three more doctrinal books make their appearance

about this time, which evidently come and go without much ef-

fect on the Sunday School program as a whole. The first of
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these is a Catechism on the hordes PraTJer^ hy John J. Perry,

minister of the ITew Church, v/hich devotes 90 pages of ques-

tions and ansv/ers to the Lord's Prayer, three and a half pages

on the "Amen" a!]. one. The second is The Child's True Christian

Relijion , written for Convention hy Thomas Hitchock, which

is a further attempt to teach the developed theology of the

New Church to children. The third is A Manual of Ne\7 Church

Doctrine Designed for Sunday School and Home Ins truction ,^

written hy John Doughty, which tries to combine Catechism and

comment to the same end. These three small volumes are among

the crov/ning efforts of a long series of efforts designed to

fashion a New Church program of religious instruction largely

or solely out of doctrinal material. There is no evidence to

show that they succeeded better than those that preceded them.

3. The Hosanna .

Unquestionably the most solid contribution to Convention's

Sunday School literature during this period came with the pub-

lication in 1878 of the first edition of the Hosanna ,"^ a col-

lection of hymns, chants, songs, and anthems, for the use of

New Church Sunday Schools. That collection has gone through

1 T. H. Carter and Sons, Boston, 1868.
2 New Church Publishing House, New York, 1868.
2 J. B. Lippincott and Co., Philadelphia, 1871.
4 New Church Board of ..hiblications

,
New York, 1878.
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several editions and revisions, and its lineal descendent, the

1932 printing of the Hosanna of 1912, is the standard hymn book

in use in ITev/ Church Sunday Schools today. The first edition

of the original Hos anna comes in a sturdy binding, obviously

built to wear. Hotevi/orthy is the absence of intricate the-

ology. The instructional section at the back is limited to

the Blessings,^ the Commandments,^ the Golden Hule,'^ selected

8 q
memory verses, and a simple Catechism of thirty five qiies-

tions and answers. The ’’Suggestions” regarding the manner of

conducting a New Church Sunday School are set forth in a single

page at the front of the book and are a model of simple, prac-

tical, plain talk. The procedure there outlined is very

largely indicative of that which is followed in the worship

exercises of many Nev/ Church schools today:

Behavior . Everything in the Sunday School, whether
in tlie order of exercise, in the teacher's influ-
ence and example, or in the rules of conduct, should
tend to the cultivation of reverence and obedience
in the child. No loud talking or boisterous be-
havior should be permitted in the Sunday School room.

The As sembl . It is desirable that on first as-
seuoling the whole school should, as far as prac-
tical, be seated in one body and not in separate
classes, the opening exercises being those not of

^ HOS, p. 218.
^ 210; 217.
7 Ibid .

. p. 218.
8 Ibid .

. pp. 213-217.
8 Ibid., pp. 208-212.
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instruction but of united Tvorship. Let the smaller
children occupy the front seats, the larger ones
being ranged in the seats behind. The teachers
should see to the arrangement of the children, and
should be seated with them, assisting them when
necessary to find their places in the book, and
keeping them in order, and in readiness for the
opening of the school by the superintendent or leader.

The Opening . The school may be opened by reading
a Psalm or singing a Eymn; after v/hich all will kneel
and unite in the Lord's Prayer. This nay be followed
by responsive reading from the V/ord, or the singing
of a selection or* a hymn of praise, and some brief
instruction addressed to the whole school, or some
common exercise in the catechism, or ouestions on
some passage of the '//ord. At the conclusion of the
v/orship and general lesson the children may separate
into their proper classes, under their respective
teachers.

The Olasses . The classes should be graded according
to the age and capacity of the children. Prom six
to twelve (pupils) may constitute a class, zibout a
half an hour may be devoted to class instruction. A
part of this time rna;^ be used in training the class
to recite in concert the answers in the catechism....
In infant classes part of the time may be used in-

reading or telling a carefully selected story which
shall convey a good and wholesome lesson; also in
shovi/ing pictures illustrating the Bible, and asking
c^iiestions about them. The children should be taught
to revere the ./ord and its truths, by uttering their
recitations carefully and reverently .10

In this Hosanna , more than in previous Convention publ

cations, children are treated as children and not as infant

theologians. The fact that this work was an improvement of

an earlier collection, published in 1869 called The V/elcome

HOS, p. XII.
11 ITew Church Board of Publications, ITew York, 1869.
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does not detract from its merits nor from that of the Sahbath

School iLSSOciation for producing it.

Before bringing this brief transitional period to a close

it remains to point out that as early as 1879 the lesson Com-

mittee of the Sabbath School Association published its weehly

"Sunday School Lesson” as a regular feature of the official

Hew Church I.Iessenger which found its way into the majority

of ITew Church homes^^ of the country. Here at last we see a

practical, effective means of unifying and coordinating the

program of religious instruction in the ITew Church schools.

The LESSOIT HOH OCTOBER 12 (1879), for example, is announced as

"The Gospel Story.—Ilatt. iii”^"^ and gives a running commentary

on a number of verses in this chapter, which v/ould be studied

by all Hew Church Sunday Schools in the country making use of

the series. Verse 15 (one of the six explained) is typical

of the explication:

Verse 15.^^ John knew that the internal baptism,
the examination of the heart, which the Lord would
perform, v/as more than the purification of the out-
ward life, which belonged to his baptism. He was
surprised, therefore, that the Lord should come to
him to be baptized. But the Lord desired the clean-
s ing of his humanity outwardly as well as inwardly;

12 See I.ES, Vol. 37, pp. 137; 152; 165; 180.
The circulation of the Llessenger. Hay 1, 1879. was 2.625.
(Jour., 1879, p. S3).

14: HES, vol. 37, p. 137,
15 Matt. 3:15.
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He therefore submitted to the baptism of John, as
well as received and brought forth the Divine
Spirit. It was by the sincere cleansing of his
life according to the literal precepts of the
’,7ord that his humanity was prepared to receive the
Divine Spirit; which v/as represented by the opening
of the heavens, and the descent of the Spirit of
God, like a dove lighting upon Him, when He went
up out of the water. And then came the voice from
heaven, saying, ’’This is my beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased,” because He then lived from and
manifested the Spirit of God.l^

The lessons continued to appear in the I.Iessenrer without

interruption for the next four years; and v/ithout question

had a beneficial effect in furthering the desire of New Church

schools-^ for a unified program of Sunday School instruction.

That desire was to some extent fulfilled v/ith the arrival of

what may be called the modern period of Convention's Sunday

School history.

16 irss, vol. 37, p. 137
1' During this period some 40 New Church societies were active

of which about 30 maintained Sunday Schools. See Jour.,
1868, pp. 185; 188; 191; and 195.
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CHAPTSH VI

TH?. I.IODE:^" PEZEOD, 1883-1940

1. Bible and Doctrinal Series,

The year 1883 marks the beginning of a series of respec-

table accomplishments on the part of Convention in the long

effort to supply adequate learning and teaching material for

the use of its schools, Eirst to come off the presses are the

1
four books of the Bible Series . I-IV, published 1883-1888,

which are followed by the Doctrinal Series 1899-1901,

These two series of four books each are a moderate improvement

in type of learning activities and instructional methodology

over that of the Biblical and doctrinal instruction of the

preceding decades. They incorporate a substantial course in

the Bible and a respectable course in the theology of the Dew

Church, Each series is planned for the use of age-groups

3 4
ranging from six to eighteen years and is designed to give

comprehensive knowledge in its respective field. In neither

case, however, is it indicated whether the books are intended

1 New Church Board of Publication, New York, 1883-1888,
2 New Church Board of Publication, Nev/ York, 1899-1901,
3 See BIB, vol, I, p. III,
^ See DOS, vol. I, p. Ill,
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to ’oe used solely as teachers’ manuals or whether some may not

also be placed in the hands of the pupils.

2. The Sower .

One of the pleasing points of Convention’s Sunday School

program was reached in 1892, when the first copy of The Sower^

made its appearance as a national Sunday School weekly. This

paper was destined to continue in unbroken publication for a

period of seventeen years and to have an influence which would

continue far beyond that time. The Children’s New Church

6 7Ma.azine had ceased publication the previous year; and nov;

The Sower had the field alone. Not least of the merits of The

Sowe

r

was the fact that here at last was a thorough-going

children's lesson paper for the ITew Church. Every issue was

designed, prepared, and printed for children. Host issues

were illustrated to some entent. Every issue had stories,

poems, or features for the child. The Sunday lessons v/ere

dated for the next succeeding Sunday and their well chosen

Bible outlines resulted in a Bible course more complete than

anything that had yet appeared in the New Church schools. One

of the forv/ard looking features of this paper was the fact that

^ 'Testern New Church Union, Chicago, 1892-1909.

^
See pp.so-<<i.

7 Dec,, 1891.
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it early incorporated a grading of its lesson material,

having first a ’’Iiesson for the Younger Children”® followed hy

'’further Suggestions for the Older Children.”® An illustra-

tion of this grading is indicated in the following:

LESSON NOR THE YOUTTCER CHILI)R:3T

The G-arden of Eden. - //hat does this narae bring to
mind? A beautiful, peaceful place, with lovely and
fruitful trees which the Lord God made to grow, and
V\^hich were watered by His river. There was one very
precious tree in the midst of the garden, what was
it called? and another tree from which they must not
eat, what 7;as its name? There were good and useful
animals in the garden; there were good people who
loved the Lord and one another. The Lord had given
then the garden to dress it and to keep it. Angels
were near to them and often walked v/ith them. All
was lovely and peaceful and hapoy in that Golden
Age.l®

EUl^’HER SUGGESTIOTTS TOR THI; OLDER GEILDl^N

The Serpent tempted the woman to eat the forbidden
fruit, and the woman persuaded the nan. A tempta-
tion to pleasant but forbidden things does not at
first address our unde rstanding, but our feelings,
and when these are won over, the understanding soon
follows with excuses. The man represents the faculty
of unde rstanding and the woman the feeling or af-
fection. (A. 229 ),H

The Sower v/as fortunate in having as its guiding spirit

one of Convention’s tr>.ily gifted men, the Rev. V/illiam L. './or-

cester,^2 long a minister of the Hew Church, 12 long the pres-

8 Cf. S’//R, vol. 7, p. 28.
® Ibid . , p. 28.

18 S./R, vol. 8, no. 5, p. 12.
11 Ibid- P- is;
12 1859-1939.
12 1885-1930.
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ident of the Theological School, and for six years the

president of Convention itself .15 ]*;r. "Worcester’s clarity/

and simplicity of style made his v;ork in The Sower reasonably

v/ell adapted to the grasp of children’s minds.

3. Sunday afternoons.

WKe)r\ The Sov^er came to its end in Hay, 1909, due to finan-

cial difficulties, it was succeeded a few months later"^

Mr. V/orcester’s own revisions published in the form of a new
N

weekly entitled Sunday Afternoons .1*^ This paper ?/as not al-

together new, being in substance The Sower revised and improved

This revision gave Convention’s children a Sunday School paper

of merit for twenty four years, at which time it was perman-

ently discontinued.

4. Sower !Totes.

Prom the wealth of lesson materials in The Sov/er and

Sunday Afternoon , a new set of five sizable books was published

1 flentitled Sower Notes . v/hich is now the valued possession of

1908-1936.
15 19S1-1928.
15 Dec. 1909.
1'^ Ihiblished for the -i-merican New Church Sabbath School Asso-

ciation, by the Nev/ Church Tract and Publishing Society,
Philadelphia, 1909-1933.

15 New Church Tract and Publishing Society, 5 vols. No date.
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many llew Church people. During the publication of Sunday Af -

ternoons Ur. V/orcester had further extended his practice of

grading,—writing lessons for. Primary, Junior, and Senior de-

partments; and the greater part of Sower ITotes is organized

on that plan.^^ Thus in effect the ITew Church lessons dtiring

this period were a practical comaination of the group-graded

and uniform systems. 'Thile each of the three departments had

the same lesson subject—the same chapter and verses—for any

given Sunday the treatment in each case was adapted to the

age -group for which it v/as designed. Such a method of group-

grading has been in use in tie ITew Church schools since that

time, except that the present graded lessons abandon the

feature of uniformity. They follow the regular succession of

classes including Beginners, Primary, Junior, Intermediate,

with the Seniors left free for elective subjects.

Y/ith the discontinuance of Sunday Afternoons , in''1933, New

Church children v/ere again without satisfactory lesson mater-

ials. Hence, years after the meeting of the fiirst

Convention in Philadelphia, in 1817 the problem of adequate

New Chxirch Sunday School materials was still in the main un-

solved.

19 See STT, vol. 2, pp. 9-13ff.
occasionally omitted.

Lessons for Primary are
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5, Graded lessons.

The attempt to find a real solution of this recurring

problem began to bear fruit in the year 1923, On Sept. 3 of

that year the new Graded Lesson^^ course was launched by the

American I^ew Church Sunday School Association, and it may

fairly be said that this new course represents the greate'St

attack in Convention’s history’ on the problem of oroviding its

schools, both teachers and pupils, with the materials necessary

to carrj? on a complete modern program of religious education.

The Graded Course was designed to supply all the departments

of the school from Beginners through Senior with adequate les-

son materials, \7hile this course was not a uniform course,

it none the less made some attempt to keep the several depart-

ments using the Bible at least within hailing distance^l of

each other as they moved forward from Genes is through the Gos -

:.-iels . By such a sequence, it was believed, teachers’ meetings

would be facilitated and perhaps pupils’ interests quickened.
f

The construction of the course called for a Primary, Junior,

or Intermediate student normally to spend three years in each

department, during which time he would proceed by selected

Graded Lesson Botes for New Church Schools . Iss-iied by the
American Il’ew Church ISunday School -Lssociation. 26 vols.
^8 Quincy ^^t., Cambridge, Hass., 1935.
See Graded Lesson Chart, L t S

,
vM. l

, jp. i.
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lessons from Genesis to the Gos oels . A Primary student, for

example, would proceed from Genesis to Revelation during his

three years in that department. As a Junior he v/ould again go

through the Bible in three years, this time by a new series of

selected lessons. And as an Intermediate he would go through

it a third time by a still different series. Thus, during the

nine year program a Ilew Gl^urch child would have gone through

the Bible three times, each time largely by a different path,

and thus would be presumed to have a fair knowledge of the

literal V/ord, along with such doctrinal instruction as he

might have been able to absorb. The lesson charts for Be-

ginners followed a two-year rather than a three-year pattern;

and the Seniors to a grea-t extend abandoned the frankly,

Bible -centered program to devote their time to doctrinal

studies or optional subjects.

In this course of Graded lessons, all pupils from Begin-

ners through Intermediates receive their own dated sheet of

Pupils' ITotes each Sunday while each teacher has, in addition,

a teacher's quarterly which develops the lesson for the day in

full detail. The course as a whole is designed to take the

Hew Church pupil through his entire Sunday School program,

beginning at the age of four, and graduating at the age of

seventeen, a total of fourteen Sunday School years. To the

present time, therefore, (194E) no single child has yet passed

through the entire program, which is due to reach its first
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completion in 1947, or, if the Senior department be omitted

because of its special nature, in 1944. Presumably, many of

the schools novj using the course will then continue to use it

without interruption, since it is intended to be repeated,

cycle follov/ing cycle, indefinitely.

That this graded course has not met with complete success,

however, is indicated by the fact that a number of the schools

have failed to adopt it for their use; others after adopting

it have given it up; and still others are using it with vary-

ing degrees of success. There is some question, therefore,

whether this major attempt in Convention’s history to create

an adequate Sunday School literature has actually solved the

century-and-a-quarter problem of the Nev/ Church in that res-

pect. So great, indeed, had the doubt become a few years ago

that during the Convention gathering of 1959 a proposal was

22voted to make a new effort to write an improved Uniform

Course. Before leaving the story of the Craded lessons, how-

ever, it should be pointed out that such needs as continue to

exist do not seem to center in the structural pattern of the

lesson cycles nor in the Bib]e emphasis v/hich the Course main-

tains. Chief difficulty is found in the failure of the Pupil’s

Notes to challenge and inspire the youth of the Church to vital

op
o" our . . 1959, pp. 209; 214 (minutes 15; 50; and 52).
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and purposeful church school activity. It is a fact that the

Oraded Lessons do place a pupil's leaflet in the pupil’s hands

each Sunday, but it cannot be said that the pupil's leaflets

generally awaken the pupil’s interest and initiative to the

extent that he is eager to throw himself into the program of

his Sunday School with youthful zeal. Moreover, the lessons

in the teachers' manuals are frequently of such an advanced

character that they tend to separate the plane of the teacher's

efforts from the plane of the child's comprehension, thereby

re-awakening the long-standing problem of teaching advanced

theology to the children of the Church. It may therefore be

said that the structural pattern of the Graded Lessons is now

on a satisfactory basis, insofar as a Bible-centered curriculum

is concerned, but it cannot be said that the execution of that

pattern in actual Sunday School literature has met with un-

qualified success. Indeed, the present development of the

new Uniform Course which is now being written is an indication

of further need.

6. Improved Uniform Course.

The nev/ Uniform Course now in process of preparation is

the latest attempt in Convention’s long history to provide its

teachers feel the material is over the heads of the
children; some teachers feel the lessons should be simpler.”
Jour . , 1939, p. 209, minute 15.
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children with Sunday School literature that will serve as a

means to plant their feet in the path that leads to Heaven.

In this course, lesson sheets are issued for pupils in the

Primar;^, Junior, and Intermediate departments on a group-graded

basis; while the teachers^ manuals are the newlj?^ published

volumes of The Sower .^^ the new memorial edition of Ur. '7or-

cester^s Sower Notes combined with Sunday Afternoons . The

pupils^ notes are currently being issiied in mimeographed form

and indicate an attempt on the part of the Lesson Committee

to incorporate elements of the ’’activity method” into each

lesson as well as adapt it more precisely to the age-levels of

the several classes. Both these developments constitute a

step in the direction of educational progress, and the lessons

are currently meeting with a measure of success; but it is

too early to prophesy that they will aconplish the educational

aims of Convention more successfully than those that proceeded

them. Perhaps the student of the successful church school

literature of Protestantism would have little hesitation in

pointing to obvious deficiencies in the present (as in all

previous) Convention courses, but his criticism would be

pA
Issued by the -American ITew Church Sunday School Association.
Massachusetts New Church Union; 154 Bowdoin St., Boston,
L'lass. No date. Vols. Ill, V. and YI are now off the
press. fl94S).



1

• T, I
IIIWII^ ''-rcr

'.>v • ^ - . .

iiwi i.
'

*”
'

•

.'. ’

: L :

• ' r>n. ;

*
ov. '•;»'*.* dil>'

. . r Jri' o'- h j;' .

^

.li,;*:;.' ii' '
;.0 . v f' ^JL -

'

. ' jt" 1 -''.i .'.J fj*l ‘
i' ''ilO

r:j : I t'-
'- 'Ti-i

. ,

' V;->

«f .T,

;r; uY,',"

o' ' f' ^ o . .

•
• i c ;

Of oO . .M . ..'iio

I -r

(. .'.'i'J r;'- .j< '-fjj

i'.or • fif;: ..
’’

; .r Lo

• f t/;Mr c ,x ^ ,r f' fOvv .

fj.'.’f by . I

J-
•-

- • 1, U .!

’ » rj".. 0 >!-, 0 ‘ /"I

0 -’ V j,5r;r .;o.(X

y i-X OIU J'i.

J •;\orvr jr, i.
'

J

".C-.r.- y;o ii..* •; C

Xo I .'f jTa '!

‘:o ; y. ^ i jfX i:l y.Yy

'ii'-; • x: u: ..I r::*; ".-i-t/y

.

;-"u’o
,

'.o:': rr.r> r>,f 'iX^u.e ooi

- cJo.-'' 0 :r . 'j •{ : J >'vi! 0 v/
'

'^'..i 0

rco.':'o: ’'I' .r-'O ;.r y f Y; V ,L 1. t);:,'
‘

'J

'tI'' ,r ? oX.’J-i!: ov,.y Oif'or i X(;yX-;f; ‘•^•. X'- : MrX •••‘jrl

XX-*.. oi{J- !: f i ?, r: 0 .1.1 i;’/c r 'cfo i-.,: ,i :.- ’
i-i

“L^o, el . .

•> • 'f
.[ i'v-r/j Cf { -•o.f'-' ;*.

;

‘

' .-f.-ox- " f:: :
' u.

X? ’.•
i

- --.r . V .

oi- }y^

'(

--4--



102

balanced to the extent that he recognized the financial

limitations of a comparatively small church, which scarcely

could be expected to develop a highly successful Sunday School

literature without substantial means and without wide lesson-

building experience. At any rate it v/ould now appear that

both the Graded lessons and the Uniform Course are likely to

leave ITew Church children and Hew Church Sunday Schools at a

disadvantage in comparison with the more widely successful

courses of the large denominations. This is not to imply that

the ultimate worth of Convention’s curriculum as it now stands

may be taken lightly. It is only to say that the church

school program of the General Convention, on the basis of its

present advance may look forward to a new development that

will transcend all those that have gone before,

7. Objectives of Hev/ Church Religious Education,

The objectives of religious education in the Hew Church

are necessarily such as arise out of the Church's principal

teachings, which have already been discussed in chapter tv/o.

In the introductory pages of the Graded Lessons, the American

Hew Church Sunday School Association lists the objectives of

25 pQp references to classroom procedure see pp.82-8^; 90-9f-.
"Opening Exercises" in Hew Church schools are formal and
ritualistic (See HOSH, p. 325ff.), although in actual
practice local conditions vary. The methodology is
essentially Hebraic (see He lit , 6:4ff.).
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the course as follows:

General Objectives of the .-imerican

New Church Sunday School association

As means of preparing children for regeneration,

1. To make them familiar with the Word of the
I-ord and the real nature of its deeper lessons
as the connection between the Lord, heaven,
and themselves.

2. To make the stories of the literal sense of
the V/ord vivid and alive from the source of
their meaning, the Lord,

3. To make children familiar with the teachings
of the Nev/ Church in a form so essential that
they will seem impressive and vital; and to
lead children in drawing doctrine from the
V/ord.

4. To provide for children of each age-group a
background in the spiritual history of the
human race, into which may be fitted signifi-
cantly all succeeding history and literature
the child will learn in his next few years of
secular education. It is most fitting that
the Church should take her place in education
by preparing the mind of the child so that he
will find greater interest and meaning in his
school studies.

5. As a child's mind develops, to keep re-organ-
izing his knowledge of the Lord’s Word so that
its literal and internal sense appear connected
in greater and greater particulars, and "in
a becoming and beautiful series." (A. 2102)

6. To guide children in applying the './ord to
their present states and immediate problems,
as well as to their future growth and the dif-
ficulties they v/ill encounter.

lES
,
vol. 1, p. 1
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In comparison to the above, it is instructive to list

the major objectives of the International Council of Religious

Education published in the ’’statement of basic philosophy,”

27
Christian Education Today :

1, Christian education seehs to foster in growing
persons a consciousness of Cod as a reality in
human experience, and a sense of personal re-
lationship to him,

/

2. Christian education seeks to develop in growing
persons such an understanding and appreciation
of the personality, life, and teaching of Jesus
as will lead to experience of him as Savior and
lord, loyalty to him and his cause, and will
manifest itself in daily life and conduct.

5. Christian education seeks to foster in growing
persons a progressive and continuous develop-
ment of Christlike character.

4. Christian education seeks to develop in grov/ing
persons the ability and disposition to partici-
pate in and contribute constructively to the
building of a social order throughout the v/orld,
embodying the ideal of the fatherhood of God
and the brotherhood of man.

5. Christian education seeks to develop in growing
persons the ability and disposition to partici-

pate in the organized society of Christians—the
church.

6. Christian education seeks to develop in growing
persons an appreciation of the meaning and im-
portance of the Christian family, and the ability
and disposition to participate in and contribute
constructively to the life of this primary social
group.

27 ’’Approved february, 1940, by the Educational Commission.
CEE, title page.
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7. Christian education seeks to lead grov/ing per-
sons into a Christian interpretation of life
and the universe ;

the ability to see in it
God’s purpose and plan; a life philosophy
built on this interpretation.

8. Christian education seeks to effect in growing
persons the assimilation of the best religious
experience of the race, preeminently that re-
corded in the Bible as effective guidance to
present experience. ^8

<iniile these two statements of objective differ consider-

ably in phraseology there is actually very little conflict be-

tween them. Perhaps the sharpest is an implication more than

a declaration. If the implication of the Council's objectives

J and % is that the Lord is one Person, and God another, with

each of whom the child is to establish a specific relation,

then the New Church doctrine of the sole Divinity of the Lord

comes forth with rational help. On the other hand, the Graded

Lesson statement suffers considerably from understatement, in

that it permits an impression that New Church religious educa-

tion of children is properly more intellectual than functional.

There is no reason v/hy the Lesson Committee should not re-state

its objectives in thoroughly functional terms. No firmer basis

for the functional nature of religious education could be found

than exists in the New Church Doctrine of Charity: "They v/ho

are in faith separate from Charity are represented in the V/ord

28 CBE, pp. 16-17
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I

by the Philistines . "They who ai-e in faith separate from

Charity are meant by the Dragon, in the Apocaly jse . "They

who are in faith separate from Charity are meant by the goats,

in Daniel and Llatthev/ ."^^ "paith separate from Charity destroys

the church and all that belong to it."^^ In a recent paper on

the purposes of a ITew Church school, the Superintendent of the

/Cinvood Church School in Chicago makes these telling statements

A ITew Church Sunday School means that we want to
teach your children to worship the Lord Jesus Christ
as the only real and living Cod:

That though He is Infinite, He loved His creatures
so much that He came into the world in a form that
we could see v/ith our eyes and understand with our
minds and love with our hearts.

V/e want to teach them that Holy Scripture is a Reve-
lation of the mind and heart of the Lord, and that
it opens these things to all who seek to find there
the means of unselfish love of the Lord and love for
manl'iind and the means to unselfish understanding of
all that the Lord holds dear; and we want to teach
them this simply because it is the Lord's.

V/e want to lead them to love above all things the
Lord and the things which the Lord loves.

V/e v/ant to teach them that the things of the Lord's
Kingdom are real, more real than the things of this
world... that the thoughts of God may enter the minds
of men through His V/ord, to move the things of this
world to become the real form of the Kingdom of
Heaven.

Paith, 49ff.
30 Ibid .. 55ff.
31 Ib id . . 61 ff.
32 Ibid . ,

69ff

.
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’Te want to teach them to pray not only ”Thy kingdom
come” but also to be servants of the T-ord in help-
ing to answer the prayers of mankind to bring the
kingdom.

7e have a vision of the lord and His kingdom that is
real and true, which will help to make your son or
daughter the kind of spiritual person the world des-
perately needs.

\7e want to teach them, as v/e believe, that the simple
promise of the lord Jesus Christ that He is ’’the way,
the truth, and the life” is true^ and the end of all
the world's searching for life.^'^

To the reader familiar with Hew Church life there is so

little^ functional difference between the objectives of Hew

Church religious education and those of the International

Council that there is no practical reason why the two state-

ments should not support each other for the sake of the conin

of the kingdoms

Julian kendig in An Invitation to New Church Schools . fCir
cular letter). Chicago

,
Oct . OC, 194E.
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GHAPTSH YII

PHESHTP STATUS OF COITVEITTIOTT 'S CHURCH SCHOOI HROCRAIT

1, Centrality of the Lord.

Having completed a survey of the first one hundred twen-

ty five years of religious education in the General Convention

of the ITew Jerusalem, we are now ready to ask: "Y/hat position

does Convention occupy in the v/hole program of religious ed-

ucation in the ongoing movement of Protestantism?'^

A question as broad as that can only be answered in broad

terms, with the result that a long perspective is obtained

and clarity heightened. In such a long perspective the trees

disappear and the forest emerges disclosing its relationship

to other forests, .^here then does Convention stand? Perhaps

the first point to note is that Convention stands for a Christ-

centered curriculum. Stated more concretely. Convention stands

for a curriculum with the Lord Jesus Christ seen at the center

of all use of the Bible. From the first day of the Beginner^s

class to the last meeting of the Seniors the awareness of the

Lord Jesus Christ as the center of all Hew Church thought and

life is never dimmed. Just as the disciples Peter, James, and

John saw the iglorified Lord in the mount of transfiguration, sc

the lTeV(? Church child is taught continually to see Him ever more
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clearly as the years go hy and to nahe Elm the central source

of motivation. The degree of success achieved in that effort

does not concein us at the present moment, hut no ITev/ Church-

man would deny the inmost centrality of the Lord in Eew Church

religious education.

To achieve the central position of the Lord in the ITew

Church child's eyes, two main paths of religious education

have consistently been followed in Convention's Church school

program. Tlie first has been the path of Doctrine, and the

second that of the Bible. Historically, the resort to Doc-

trine came first, as we found in Convention's earlier efforts.

During the first years of Convention's modem period, from

1883 to 1901, the Bible Series . I-IT and the Doctrinal Series .

I-IV, placed a balanced emphasis on Doctrine anc*. the Bible;

and it may be said that a fair balance has been maintained

sjnce that time, v/ith the scales gradually tipping in favor

of the Bible itself. It appears as though members of Conven-

tion were coning to the conclusion that because the theology

of the New Church is of such an internal character its use in

the religious education of children must be limited to the

main simple truths regarding the Lord, the ’A^ord, Han, the

Spiritual ./orld, and the Life that is Charity, leaving the

details and extensions of study in the ’'Heavenly Doctrines'' to

the maturing mind. But to the degree that the difficulty of

doctrinal instruction of children has been admitted (and per-





haps to a greater degree) raemhors of the -hnerican Ilew Church

Sunday School Association have heen emphasizing the increasing

importance of the Bihle not only in ITev/ Church religious edu-

cation hut in the educational program of the whole Christian

church.

2c Bihle Emphasis.

If that may he said to indicate Convention's approximate

position in the general picture of religious education in the

Protestant church, the next c;uestion that follow is, ”Eow may

that position he appraised and evaluated?’’ Since the TTew

Church looks supremely to the lord and finds Him preeminently

in the truths of the V/ord, it may he said that Convention’s

Graded lessons and Uniform Course are franlcly Bihle -centered

as a means of discovering the inmost centrality of the lord

Himself. Christian churches that are emphasizing the increas-

ing v;orth of the Bihle in their educational programs will find

a consistent and sure ally in the Church of the Hew Jerusalem,

an ally in v^hose structure the Word in its letter is an in-

tegrally vi/oven as the arteries and veins in the human body.

The importance of the use of the Bihle in llew Church religious

education cannot he overstated,^ and a fair appraisal of Con-

1 This follo?;s from the New Churchman’s conception of the in-
ternal nature of the ./ord.
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vention*s educational efforts v/ill freely take that into ac-

count, To such an appraisal we now turn in its special hear-

ing on "progressive education."
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0FA2^Z3. VIII

GOirOTVION .iITD PI^OGHESS

1, I.Iental Orientation.

In approaching the problem of Convention's relation to

progress in the field of religions education, one of the first

things to observe is the attitude of mind on the part of Hew

Churchmen towards the possibilities and uses of scientific

advancements not only in the field of religious education but

in every department of life. In the Hew Churchman's eyes the

Hew xige is to supersede all others not only in its enlightened

perception of the Lord (which is Israel)^ but also in its

clear rationality (which is "Assyria”? and in its developed

science, (which is "Egypt”)? Hew Churchmen regard the fol-

lowing passage from Isaiah, when spiritually understood , as

definitive

:

In that day shall there be a highway out of Egypt
to Assyria, and the Assyrian shall come into Egypt,
and the Egyptian into Assyria, and the Egyptians
shall serve with the Assyrians.

In that day shall Israel be the third with Egypt
and with Assyria, even a blessing in the midst 'of

1 pp. 330-331.

S Itiid . , pp. 351-334,
2 Ibid., pp., 334-336.
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the land

;

V/hom the LO^ of hosts shall bless, saying.
Blessed be Bgypt my people, and Assyria the work
of my hands, and Israel mine inheritance, f Isaiah
19:23-25)

.

Swedenborg tells us that the Word so describes the church in

that day when it shall be made new, in that day when revelatior

and reason and science shall together be a blessing in the

life of man. Hence the Nev/ Church looks forward with antici-

pation to every scientific advancement made by man which may

be \ised to further the true development of the human family.

The basic conditions vjithin the Church, therefore, are such

that every good thing in progressive education both today and

tomorrow will receive all the encouragement the Hew Church can

give it; and, converse].^
,
the logic of the Church's position

leads it to look to the "scient if ics” of educational psychology

for every new instrument and procedure which it may employ to

increase the usefulness of its educational work for the service

of men.

2, Progressive Bducation.

Does that mean, then, that the ITew Church is likely to

go "all out" for the much heralded progressive education of

the day? The answer to that is, that depends on progressive

education. The TTew Church's attitiide towards the great veri-

ties of the human spirit—eternal freedom, eternal rationality,
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eternal love, wisdom, use— is affirmative beyond any possi-

bility of question; and to the extent that progressive educa-

tion is Spiritually enlightened in its progress toward those

eternal verities the ITew Church will give it all possible

support, I’hus
,

it nay be said that Convention has reason to

adopt every progressive technique and procedure conducive to

the child’s real welfare, and has reason to fail to adopt any

concept or principle or procedure that would harm one of the

least of the little ones of the Father's children.

If these statements are justified as indications of Con-

vention's attitude tov/ards progress, it must be pointed out

at once that they follow from the logic of the New Churchman's

position more than from his actual accomplishments in the

field of religious education. Indeed, the survey of Conven-

tion's educational history set forth in this study night well

cause the specialist in religious education to remark at the

bareness of Convention's church school program during the

first 119 years of its educational efforts— that is, up to the

time of the Graded Lessons. Nor is it certain that even the

Graded Lessons and the Uniform Course would particularly im-

press him, V/hile it is possible that he v/ould place the eter-

nal verities of New Church teaching at the forefront of the

Christian faith he might at the same time place Convention's

Sunday School literature near the bottom of contemporary church
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school publications. In the presence of humble acknov/ledgment

of Convention’s continuing need to improve its church school

literature, the question arises, V/hat is the next step that

Convention may take?

3. A living Bible Curriculum.

If that question were to be answered in realistic terms

the answer would need to take into account the practical con-

ditions in which Convention finds itself, including the matter

of available funds, of declining membership,"^ of limited ex-

perience in the production of church school materials, as well

as differing points of view among those concerned with the

problem. V/ith such practical conditions to conteni with it is

not to be expected that Convention will be able to transform

its church school program in any sudden unforeseen way. In

^ "iVe may wonder why Swedenborg’s influence has not been even
greater than it actually is; why the broad acceptance of
his teachings and his claims has not been more general.
After giving due weight to the difficulties v/hich natural-
ism and worldliness present, we must recognize and appre-
ciate that much of his thought is in a region that lies
much above our ordinary reach. Worldly interests, in-
grained habijs of thought and feeling, and the spiritiial
inertia of men, need to be overcome; and this involves
a slow process of moral and religious education. Sweden-
borg’s v;orks need to be published more widely, understood
more fully, and expounded more cle-^rly.” Hite, SHP, p. 174.
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some manner the doctrines will undoubtedly be taught and it

is absolutely certain that the Bible will be taught, and these

two essentials of Hew Church education will still constitute

the two main paths by v;hich it is hoped the feet of ITew Church

children may ’’enter in through the gates into the city.”®

V7ith such Qualifications stated, however, it will be use-

ful to examine the point to which the logic of Convention’s

progress is tahing it. The lessening emphasis on doctrinal

instruction throughout the course of the modern period has al-

ready been noted, and there is little reason from the stand-

point of educational psychology to question the wisdom of that

tendency. Convers^l!’^
,
the weightier emphasis on Bible in-

struction among Hev/ Churchmen can at least be justified in the

eyes of the world-wide brotherhood of Christ. Thus, the logic

of Convention’s next step calls for the development of a

living Bible curriculum in keeping with the high esteem in

which the Hew Church holds the Bible as a factor in the life

of spiritual persons. Eow would such a curriculum differ from

the present Graded Lessons and the Uniform Course? It would

differ from them primarily in the amplitude and excellency of

its piipils ’ materials and the greater use of the activity

method in the educational work of the church. ’.Vhereas the

5 Rev. 22:14. See also R. 951
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present rtipil''s ITotes would scarcely be listed by modern ed-

ucators among the first-grade curricular materials in the

literature of Protestantism, the next Course published by

Convention should prove itself worthy of the best that has

been attained in any quarter. To that end the I-esson Commit-

tee should be widely informed in Child Psychology. If it

lacks sufficient experience of its own it may call on the ex-

perience of others. It should make use of every effective

pedagogical procedure known to the educational world which

does not conflict with the principles of the kingdom. It

should never lose sight of pupils’ interests, needs, and pur-

poseful activities. It should veto any item in the new Course

which falls below the best standard that has been attained in

the development of educational literature. It should con-

struct a curriculum of the Bible for the several age groups

which will awaken the eager response of the pupils who come in

contact with it.

Since the Hew Church has reason to love the Word in its

letter and spirit with surpassing devotion it has reason to

provide for the church of Christ the most successful Bible-

activated curriculum yet to see the light of day. It is a

commonplace to ITew Churchmen that Divine Truth in its letter

is in its ’’fullness, in its holiness, and in its power,

6 S. 210-224.
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and it is difficult to believe that any branch of the ITew

Church organization can rest satisfied with anything less

than the best in its Bible teaching curriculum. It has been

said let a man build a better mousetrap than his neighbors

and the world will beat a path to his door. May it not also

be said let Convention build a Bible curriculum that children

will really like and the whole Christian church will come and

see?
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GOiJCLUtJlON

Tlie conclusion to v/hich this study points has already

been Indicated in the foregoing chapter, t^hile it must be said
Vuo-i

that the i^iev/ Church educational literature of the past has/»full;r

satisfied the demands of l^ew ohurch Sunday Schools for such les-

son materials as children and teachers alike could commend,

there is no reason v/hy such materials should not be provided by

the curriculum building agencies of the Church. The faith, the

teachings, and the practices of the Church of the New Jerusalem

provide an ample basis for a forward looking Sunday school prog'*

ram. In such a program the Church m.ay properly use the best

educational methods of the time, employing all principles,

techniques, and procedures that do not conflict with the pres-

ence of the Divine among m.en. just as the Israelites were com-

manded by jehovah to take the treasures of the Egyptians (v;hich

later found place in the building of the Tabernacle j so it is

possible for the church of the present day to make use of the

treasures of educational science for the building of Christian

character in the church. The fellowship of Christ is entitled

to look to the i\iev/ Church for a contribution of curricular

methods and materials which will ±ead the way to a more suc-
/

cessful iiunday School experience-^ Christian children.



Ci. Ku'-iw 0

a/.: e.. vbaia a^•y '’
“

oI<^. aJ iarr- Jf -Un., .-.orfq.. -o ,y.io avot o-'J -t- .rae.

J-a-M

Jaaq a i 'V> a-;;'J;;': -:^' L ii^olit-s.:U6 .-.a'£J,r‘.0 v;<, . a-.i

laoX Xaia trl al.OJ’o::. ' ri--r:i.-i; '•reV; la eN -^at a:.; E-ar.sirfES

,brtar:^:oo bX.'Oo eni-tXr, a'lo.'a.-o^ bria ua'LhXi.ro ue Exai-i -rfa; i.aa

jtr: baX.Xv ';;. o<E i'X ‘«>.-;3 eXxX-i.

-

fa.rc .io;'E v;:-« 'ice,".--, oe ex s'IS -I

? oqx . x'XrX or . -xurra a: :r '.o oeXorc^x. i,^ibXxx«- .•rXxaXa-^E: oiIJ

^

i.t.e':nE,;.:o, a:W. Uo ilo-xbrX. er:;E Xc Eaoi^OE-r. a. X bx- ,xrriio;.ai !

i' O'-.-' L-o:'o^ T,stjflKc sn.b!ooX 5-<ev;-t''1, e io'.': exeec o.-q..uE lu of x,o..
|

f; ' J*. ^

cico; c:’J oar • I^yqo'j.11 O' i'“iO

LLn cXq'.'5r 8x,'y ’iU 2i)0

f • ^ * t *

-ar^cT anrj ryu.-; cf'^Xl'ir.oc ;^cii Ob d-aad- 30-: •'hsoi'::

' * 1 ’ • I /*< *'’
f* 'f^ f j ^Sm Cj O ’

' ^ ^ vjXTO

-r.ioo 2 oJj:J- 9 S'tB.'. di:i 'J" - ’ .Cl>J*''
-

;x:axqw) EqExXq-::.r ar:j- XO EO-'oao^d a.-X a:xaX ox .ur.-o,-a.. ;b / abqa
'

^

'
Ei :M 03 (oXoaniao-EX ou1 Xo sniOIXoX a.'Ei ,-:x. aoX.Cc !v.;.-o-> -^apJ.

o:ii 1C 03U exiEr; oi xsh Xnaoaar.^ a-'XJ K coa-oco o. X -lol aX'-'X u<
:..

'

CEiiaX';-;'-' lo jjnXbiiic o:':i '-'O'- aor.oxx'3 XxaoXXcc.Jb.o .. . . .ea -i

'

osXXii^T- bX dsX-c:c lo cXaowoxXoI a.X- . ‘-xyro atxJ rj. loXo.E-ia-'.o

1 ixXooX-rcxr lo ro.CJx (x-i^At o c iO ,. Xobxiix .-al- arW <-.+ ’JooX ox

-0,;e a'tO:x .<. C.X ,;r. o J rreX XXXv dot"o- EtE.-rxci-x,. ix-.o abcxXor.

. . .L.tHE
Xcorfo . yrV.ab x'/-.‘.S3O0



COMPREHENSIVE ABSTRACT





121

COLIPHSEnTS IVE ABSTR.ICT

This work attempts to bring into focus a hundred and

twenty-five years of the history of religious education in the

General Convention of the New Jerusalem. Interest in such a

history is heightened by the fact that the Church of the ITew

Jerusalem does not claim to be a distinct denomination, as

differentiated from Methodists, Baptists, Congregationalists

,

and others, but claims to have an offering of truth for the

service of all. It provides an inviting basis for a nev.» con-

ception of a new universal church, and the fact that this in-

fant messenger is in a position of evident good will for all

the groups of the faith of Christ is added reason why earnest

Christians may freely examine its claims.

The work falls into eight chapters, each of which will be

briefly touched upon here. The first three are concerned with

definitions, principles, and origins. The next three trace

historical developments. The last tv/o take up the matter of

present status and future prospects. Such a pattern follows

an obvious logic and, it is hoped, v/ill add to the reader's

satisfaction.

A NEV/ CHTJECH DISPENSATION: Prominent among the teachings
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of the New Jerusalem is that which informs of a new dispensa-

tion of Divine Truth which is gradually to have an increasing

influence in the thought life of the Christian church. This

nev/ dispensation of Truth is said by New Churchmen to have its

origin in the Lord, from whom it then passes through the minds

of angels into the minds of men. The Truths of the new dis-

pensation are the teachings which the New Church fas the Churcl

of the New Jenisalem is commonly called) has unreservedly es-

poused. These teachings appear to be of such far-reaching

character that they invite a closer examination before an

analysis of New Church religious education may be made.

PRINCIPLES .'ilTD OBJECTIVI^S : The underlying principles of

religious education in the church of the New Jerusalem are

found in the body of the "Heavenly Doctrines," as the the-

ological writings of Ii^manuel Swedenborg are frequently called.

V/hile no brief summary of these doctrines may hope to do them

justice, their significance and general direction may be in-

dicated. The fountain of all Nev; Church motivation is found

in the Doctrine of the Lord. Prom that follov;s the Doctrine

of the Sacred Scriptures, which declares that the literal

Scriptures are c orrespondences of Heavenly and Divine things.

Among the New Church teachings are the following: Within the

literal Scriptures are interior meanings scarcely imagined by

the average reader. The nature of man shows him to be even
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more a citizen of the Spiritual World than he is of the natura"

world. The Spiritual World is the permanent home of human

beings after they have passed out of the life of the physical

body. The Doctrines declare that much about the nature of

that world may be knovm. The Doctrine 0/ the Second Coming

of the Lord is peculiarly the Doctrine of the ITew Age. llew

Churchmen declare that the Second Coming is now taking place

as the Lord comes in clearer light to the minds of men. The

objectives of religious education in the TTev/ Church arise out

of the underlying principles v/hich the Doctrines of the Church

declare

•

SVTEDEJ'TBOHG, "SERVANT 0? THE LORD JESUS CHRIST": The

basis of lTev>/ Church teaching is found in the theological

writings of Ikaanuel Sv/edenborg. The ITew Church makes no claim

of relying on religious "persuasions" or mystical experiences.

It renounces "persuasions" as irrational and for the same rea-

son is thoroughly disinclined towards mystical experiences.

It demands a basis of knowledge. For reasons which it holds

valid the New Church declares that Swedenborg, who in his late]

years signed himself "servant of the Lord Jesus Christ", was

a true reporter of "things seen and heard" in the Spiritual

World and of the truths which were to be of service for the

New Age. Even as the world counts greatness, Swedenborg is
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is recognized in competent quarters as one of the leading mind?

among men.

EDUGATIOM-^I 3EGINHIITGS, 1817-1867: Following the organ-

ization of the General Convention of the New Jerusalem in 1817,

the New Church societies made repeated attempts to teach

doctrinal truths to their children. During the first years

they made use of English and iunerican catechisms. In course

of time a Committee on Religious Instruction was established

charged with the responsibility of providing New Church Sab-

bath Schools with materials for teachers and pupils. Succes-

sive efforts towards that end bore little fruit. Persistent

doctrinal emphases characterized all these early efforts.

PERIOD OF TR/iNSITION, 1867-1883: The American New Church

Sabbath School Association was established in 186 7, but for

almost fifteen years we see little of its actual work. Sev-

eral new doctrinal publications for Sunday Schools made their

appearance during this period, but only one, the Hosanna ^ a

book of hymns, song, and chants, made a lasting contribution

to the development of Convention's church school literature.

The lineal descendent of that first Hosanna , the Hosanna of

today, is the accepted hymn book of New Church Sunday Schools

at the present time.
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TEE MODEl^^l PE.nOE, 1883-1940: Following the opening of

the modern period of Convention's church school history, a

comparatively large body of ilew Church Sunday School materials

began to come off the press. From 1883 to 1901 a total of

eight volumes of Bible and doctrinal lessons were published.

Sunday School weeklies were provided for the children from

1893 to 1915. In 1933 a complete fourteen-year series of

cycles of Graded Lessons was issued. Improved Uniform Les-

sons were added in 1940. Both Graded and Uniform Lessons are

in use in the New Church schools today.

PR::SETTT STATUS OF C OIU/’INT I ON ' S LESSON I.IATBRIALS ; All

printed materials of Convention's Sunday School courses aim to

present the Lord as the center of the child's attention. In

the language of religious education, they are Bible-centered

courses whose inmost heart is the Lord Himself. To the extent

that the Bible-centered curriculum is in disrepute among re-

ligious educators of the day the New Church curriculum is in

disrepute. There is reason to believe, however, that the pre-

sent trend of religious education is moving in the direction

of a greater emphasis on the importano^ of the Bible. The Nev/

t

Church will be found to support such a trend.

THr] NEXT STEP: Since the New Church holds the Bible in

preeminent esteem, it is not to be expected that a new devel-
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opraent of religious education in the Greneral Convention will

not involve a solid emphasis on the use of the Bihle. To he

fully effective such a development should make use of all

progressive techniques and procedures that make the Bihle a

more vital factor in the lives. of children, A proposed new

curriculum, therefore, should not he constructed without the

effective aid of experts in child psychology and in the field

of general education. If Convention produces a successful

Bihle-centered curriculum, making use of advanced educational

principles, the whole Christian church will have reason to

examine the results.
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APPEITOIX A.

THE FAITK^'"'^

worship the One God, the Lord, the Saviour

Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of the world: in whom is the

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; whose Humanity is

Divine: who for our salvation did come into the world and

take our nature upon Him. He endured temptation, even to

the passion of the cross. He overcame the hells, and so

delivered man. He glorified his Humanity, uniting it with

the Divinity of which it was begotten. ?/ithout this no

mortal could have been saved: and they are saved who be-

lieve in Him and keep the commandments of his Word. This

is his commandment: that we love one another, as He hath

loved US: Amen.

The Faith of the Hew Church: from the second tentative
form of the Morning and Evening Services and Responsive .

services. Bos"ton, Book of Viorship Revision Comm-ittee, 1959
and\ iy'40

, pp. v-vi.
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A??EliDlX B.

The place of Reason in the New Church.

^

Prior to Swedenborg ' s-' it was an established tenet

in all the churches of christiandom, that religious doctrines

were not to be scrutinized by the eye of reason; that they

(some of them at least) were profound mysteries which people

were not supposed to understand, and should not, therefore,

"pry into;" that they were to be accepted blindly, not

rationally: that, in such matters, tne understanding was to

be held in complete subjection to faith. And there was

reason for this; for the generally accepted beliefs of that

day were not such as would stand the test of rational exam-

ination. Therefore it became the habit of religious teachers,

v/hen questioned closely about their doctrines, to deny the

lawfulness or propriety of exercising one’s reason in matters

of religious belief, and to seek shelter behind that much

abused but very convenient v;ord, mystery .

Swedenborg lays the axe at the root of this per-

nicious tree. He announces himself as the herald of a Nev/

(-:<) Prom B.P. Barrett’s, The Question Vihat Are the Doctrines
of the New Church Ansv/ered. Tne ^weaenDorg publisnin^ Associa-
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Dispensation— a dispensation of rational religious truth;

and throughout his writings he insists on the freest and most

faithful exercise of the understand in matters of faith. He

repudiates, as a false and pernicious dogma, the prevalent

idea of his day that religious doctrines were not to he sub-

jected to the scrutiny of reason, or brought vi/ithin the grasp

of the intellect; and insist that spiritual truth should be

seen, or received rationally. iSpeaking of the New CJhurch

whose dawn he heralded, and whose doctrines he claims to have

been specially commissioned to reveal, he says;

"In the iMew Church this tenet, that the understanding

must be kept in subjection to faith, is to be rejected: and

in place of it this is to be received tts a maxim, that the

truth of the church should be seen before it is received; and

truth cannot be seen otherwise than rationally ?/ho can

aclmowledge truth and retain it unless he sees it? And what

is truth not seen but a voice not understood?” (A. 664.)

And everyv/here throughout his writings he insists

on the importance of receiving truth rationally ; that is, of

exercising our reason on whatever is presented us for religiouii

truth, or of seeing it with the eye of the mind before v/e ac-

cept it. And he declares that a blind belief is dangerous.

tion. Germantown, Pa., 1895, pp. 76-77
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and unworthy to be called a belief

.

"Shut people's eyes," he says," stop their ears, that

is, induce them not to think from any understanding, and then

tell those impressed with some idea of eternal life whatever

you will, and they will believe it; yes, even if you should

tell them that God can be angry and breathe vengeance; that

He can inflict eternal damnation upon anyone; that He requires

to be moved to pity by his own son's blood v/ith

other like extravagances. But open your eyes and unstop your

ears, that is, think of these things from your understanding,

and you v/ill straightway see their utter disagreement with

the truth." (Faith 46.

J

He says that no one ajenepts in heaven accepts for

truth anything which seems to him unreasonable, or which does

not satisfy the demands of his intellect.

"All in heaven see truths v/ith the understanding,
and so receive them (that is, rationally^; but v/hat they
do not see with the understanding they do not receive.
And if anyone says to them they must have faith, al-
thou^ they neither see nor understand, they turn away,
saying; Hov; is that possible? hhat I see or understand,
I believe; but I cannot believe what I cannot see or
understand." (R, 564; E. IlUO; 252, 242, 759; Faith 46,
87,88; A. 5432.;

And throughout his theological writings this illuminec.

teacher vindicates the claim.s of reason, and insists on the faith-
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ful exercise of the understanding in all our religious in-

quiries, The Nev/ Church therefore repudiates and condemns

the old dogma that we are to believe blindly, or that, in

religious matters, the understanding is to oe held in servile

subjection to faith. And while it never exalts human reason

above divine revelation, it inculcates, as an imperative duty,

the free and faithful exercise of our rational faculties

upon whatever claims to be such revelation, and counsels us

to accept for religious ti?uth nothing against which our reason

revolts, or which fails to commend itself to our rational in-

tuition.
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APPSI'jDIX g.

Tributes to Sv/edenborg. ^

No man can know tbe theology of the nineteenth cen-
tury who has not read tiv/edenborg.

Henry Ward Beecher
From first edition. Testimony of Geni||is .

Em.anuel Bwedenborg was a collosal genius. Scientist,
philosopher, psychologist, engineer, reformer, sage, seer,
he made the whole range of human knowledge his field and
proved himself one of the supreme geniuses of all time.

John Haynes Holmes
The Community Church, iiew York,

Swedenborg was indeed a universal genius. That he has in-
fluenced profoundly not only k^v/eden but all countries of in-
telligence and education is beyond question, -^-^e is a full-
orbed character.

S. Parkes Cadnan
Late President Federated Churches

of Christ in America.

I have the profoundest honor for the character and v;ork

of Emanuel bv^edenborg, I have from time to time gained much
from his writings. It is impossible to say little on so great
a theme.

Phillips Brooks
From a letter to Rev, Clarence Lathbury,

Shakespeare and Swedenborg were both Titans, In the pres

Selected from Tributes ; commemorating the 250th anniver-
sary of the birth of Emanuel Swedenborg, Hawthorne, N.J.,
g wedenborg Publishing Publishing Society. 1938.
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ence of such giants small men seem to wither and blow av/ay..

.... i'jo other man (than Swedenborg) ever comprised in him-
self so much physical science.® Thinking men every^'’/here

agree that Swedenborg blessed and benefitted the race, pre-
paring the way for the thinkers and the doers who should come
after him.

Elbert Hubbard
In Little Journeys, vol.8.

Hankind v/ill ever conceive of “^wedenborg as an inspired
guide on the great journey.

Dr. Max ..ason
California Institute of Tech-

nology (formerly president Rockefeller
Foundation )

.

Swedenborg’s work was of the utmost permanent value to
mankind.

Dr. H. Spencer jones, LI.A.
British Astronomer Royal,

I admire
mystic.

Swedenborg as a great scientist and a great

Dr. Carl Gustav Jung
Psychologist, Zurich University.

Emanuel i>v/edenborg v/as the most remarkable man whom
Sweden has ever brought forth,

Victor Nilson, bv/edish Historian,
Prom Sv/eden, pp 3kil, 327.

leant studied him and found him worthy of a controversy;
Goethe was impressed by him, and so were young Blake, Coleridge
Carlyle, the Lake School of English poets, Coventry Patmore,
Henri de Balzac, Emerson wrote that"his dignity of thinking
is an honor to the human race.”

Baron Eric Palm.stierna
Foimier Swedish Minister to Great Britali.

Swedenborg v/as a comet transcectlng and illuminating his
day, and comet-like disappearing for a time, but the comet
has now returned to be revealed to and appreciated by the
present world.

Dr, Dyneley Prince
Professor of History, Columbia University
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In the age of ’’one-eyed” reason, as it has been called,
Swedenborg was among the very few who kept both eyes open, the
eye of the soul and the eye of the senses » By sheer devotion
to scientific research he discovered the limitations of science
two centuries before Einstein and Eddington; but unlike many
prophets of the soul, he never disparaged reason in the name of
grace. For him, the material and spiritual universes were joinec.
together by multiple correspondences, and an unbroken chain of
discrete degrees.

^Valter F. Horton
Professor of Philosophy of (Jhristianity,

Oberlin Uollege.

Tlfith thoughts wide as the universe, deliberate, with
wisdom in his hands, Swedenborg tells us how angels led ...

him from realm, to realm of the spiritual v;orld, shov/ed him
the life that comes after death and the reality of things
imjnortal. Angels v/ere his teachers, his guides. He lodged
his soui. in heaven; he sensed the magnitude of the Divine
Providence, the tremendous circumstance of life eternal. He
He was permitted to walk the sky and the winding course of
stars

,

I am aware that some learned critics will break me on
the wheel of their disdain. They will try to mend my poor
philosophy on the anvil of their keen mirth V7ith the hammer
of reasons culled from science To one who is deaf and
blind, the spiritual world offers no difficulty, Hearly
everything in the natural world is as vague, as remote from
my senses as spiritual things seem to the minds of most
people. I plunge my hands deep into my large Braille volumes
containing Swedenborg’s teachings, and withdraw them fulljof
the secrets of the spiritual world.

Helen Keller
In My Religion,





• APPENDIX D.

Wiiat the -L'ev/ Church Teaches .
^

1. The Divinity of the Lord jesus Christ, v/ho is
Jehovah God manifested tn men.

,2\e The Divinity of the i^acred bcriptures- the spiri
tual nature and inner meaning of the Divine Word.

5. The unbroken continuity of human life.

4, The nearness of the spiritual world.

5. The necessity of a life of unselfish service and
self denial as a condition of salvation,

The i'lev; Church finds these teachings in the Divine
'Jordo It teaches nothing that cannot be confirmed by the Word
of God, It aclmowledges its indebtedness to Emanuel Sweden-
borg in whose theological works these doctrines are formulat-
ed, Sv;edenborg asserts that he was called by the Lord to make
known to men the Second Coming, This second Advent was not a
physical appearance, but a new revelation of Divine Truth to
men by Y;hich the internal sense of the bctiptures was made
knovm

,

The i\iew church accepts this claim of Swedenborg because
it finds that all the doctrines formulated in his writings ar(

confirmed by the 7/ord of God.

The New Church believes that it is commisioned to make
known these doctrines to the whole world. In all humility it
believes in this Divine commission; but it cheerfully acknow-
ledges that in a wide and catholic sense the Lord’s New Church
exists wherever He is worshipped in his Divine Humanity and
His revealed Word is accepted as a guide to human conduct and
regeneration,

^'“'^The New Church Messenger, Oct. 1, 1941, p, 210.
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